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It was another quiet month and although most committees met they didn’t do much work. There 

was no meeting of Full Council.  

Early in February and before the publication of this report Full Council did meet to set the budget. A 

council tax increase of 2.99% will be supplemented by raiding reserves to the tune of £8 million and 

by borrowing £16.8 million to cover highways operational spend et al. An alternative Lib Dem budget 

would have raised council tax by 3.49% and would have committed extra funding to community 

support post COVID. Click here for my view of the Tories’ funding strategy. 

Committee meetings and other council matters 
Environment & Sustainability: there was one key decision regarding the Swaffham Prior Community 

Heat Project, the committee approved necessary capital spending to enable the project to progress. 

The committee also noted the Council’s annual carbon footprint report and agreed to take forward 

the recommendations of a recent Cambridge University Science and Policy Exchange study regarding 

the setting up of a Cambridgeshire Decarbonisation Fund. 

Note that, although it was not a CCC decision, Anglian Water has chosen not to site its proposed new 

water treatment facility in Impington. 

Adults: there were no key decisions 

Communities & Partnerships: there were no key decisions. 

Children & Young People: there was one key decision whereby the Council would adopt the updated 

average of the range of standards published in the National Schools Benchmarking Data Report. 

General Purposes: there were no key decisions except for the regular one relating to the Integrated 

Finance Monitoring Report which generally relates to a number of accounting adjustments. 

Health: Commercial & Investment: these committees did not meet. 

Note that This Land, the overview of which sits with C&I, has parted company with its chief 

executive. 

Highways & Transport: there were two key decisions. The first enable the Council to rerun the Joint 

Professional Services Framework procurement of 2020/21. The second reaffirmed the principle of 

the Council levying commuted sums on new highways schemes including those relating to 

improvements of existing roads. 

The Planning committee met. There were no decisions directly related to Histon and Impington. 

Neither the Greater Cambridge Partnership Assembly nor the Executive met. 

The Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority did not meet. 

Neither the Cambridgeshire Police & Crime nor the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Fire Authority 

met. 

The Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Local Outbreak Board met. It doesn’t issue minutes but its 

papers are interesting. Click here for a useful Epidemiology Review 
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Consultations relevant to this division (and elsewhere) 
Consultation Purpose/object Due date and link 

Local Validation checklist proposed revisions to the Local Validation 
Requirements (June 2021) 

8 Mar 21 
http://bit.ly/3rLMmBR 

Sounds obscure but this consultation is related to planning applications for Cambridgeshire County 

Council’s own development and for waste development 

More local matters 
I have continued to engage with officers and residents regarding flooding associated with the new 

school at Buxhall Farm. An engineering study has been held up and following my intervention it will 

now be expedited. 

I have been involved with district council colleagues in a delicate adults and children matter. Happily 

there has been a good outcome and thanks to officers for their care in handling the matter. 

Complaints regarding Hain Daniel related traffic using Cambridge Road have been addressed and the 

matter resolved satisfactorily. 

And finally … it’s a strange life and I’m sure we’re all living differently than we did 12 months 

ago. I’ve almost become a YouTube addict and have found myself listening to, and watching, music 

which would normally pass me by, reliving great moments, usually Welsh, from rugby and learning 

how to improve my photography and post processing by following several experts in those fields. I 

guess this counts as the silver lining of this dreadful COVID cloud. Going forward my future at least is 

going to be some amalgam of my life today with that of  pre-COVID times. I’m optimistic that that 

will result in it being better. 

Diary (next public meetings) 
3 Feb 1400 Cambridgeshire Police & Crime Panel Virtual meeting 

9 Feb 1030 Full Council  Virtual meeting 

11 Feb 1000 Environment & Sustainability Committee Virtual meeting 

11 Feb 1400 Health Committee Virtual meeting 

11 Feb 1400 Cambridgeshire Fire Authority Virtual meeting 

16 Feb 1000 Highways & Infrastructure Virtual meeting 

16 Feb 1400 Children and Young People Committee Virtual meeting 

18 Feb 1400 Adults Committee Virtual meeting 

18 Feb 1000 Communities & Partnership Virtual meeting 

19 Feb 1000 *Commercial & Investments Committee Virtual meeting 

23 Feb 1000 *General Purposes Committee Virtual meeting 

24 Feb 1000 Greater Cambridge Partnership Assembly Virtual meeting 

25 Feb 1000 Planning Committee Virtual meeting 

2 Mar 1000 C&P Health & Wellbeing Board  Virtual meeting 

18 Mar 1600 Greater Cambridge Partnership Executive Virtual meeting 

24 Mar 1000 C&P Combined Authority Virtual meeting 

*committees of which I am currently a member; these may change. Note that the Council’s diary is 
online https://cmis.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ccc_live/Meetings.aspx.  
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