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As expected: a pretty dead month. Methinks those who plan the council’s program of meetings 

should engage in a little resource levelling because July is looking busy again and then we’ll have the 

inevitable quiet August. 

Full Council meeting 

There was no meeting in June. 

Committee meetings and other council matters 
Adults, Children & Young People, Economy & Environment, General Purposes, Health, Highways & 

Infrastructure, Communities & Partnerships: these committees did not meet. 

Commercial & Investment: there were no key decisions and the regular secret session (which is 

exactly what I said last month). There were progress reports on two energy projects and a third item 

related to energy storage. It was agreed to set up an energy working party. I will be a member. I’m 

sorry I can’t tell you anything about the secret session; even its subject is not yet public domain.  

Planning: This committee did not meet. Note that it will meet in July when Buxhall Farm primary 

school will be on the agenda. 

The Greater Cambridge Partnership Executive and the Assembly both met. You’d be forgiven I’m 

sure for thinking that the GCP (nee City Deal) has achieved little since the latter was signed off some 

5 years ago. It continues to study, survey and consult on ways to address Cambridge’s congestion 

problems and its latest initiative is a ‘citizen’s assembly’ to meet later this year. It has however 

advanced its plans for a south west travel hub and for a south east travel scheme.  

The Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority met. The authority now works through 

several committees and its agenda is dominated by reports from them with decisions required for 

ratification. It’s looking increasingly like a mini-government which is maybe what it’s supposed to do 

but at what cost? Several housing schemes were approved which must be good news and 

responsibilities for highways maintenance and passenger transport were formally delegated to 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough councils. That’s proving to be an annual event. 

The Health & Well Being Board did not meet. 

The Cambridgeshire Police & Crime Panel met for its first meeting of its new year and (re-) elected its 

chair. Otherwise it was a largely procedural meeting with no decisions. However the Panel is to be 

commended for at last getting its minutes and decision summary posted promptly. 

The Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Fire Authority met. It was its first meeting of its new year so 

(re-) elected its chair. Otherwise there were no key decisions but there was a report on future 

collaboration with an oral report from the Police & Crime Commissioner.  

Consultations relevant to this division (and elsewhere) 
Consultation Purpose/object Due date and link 

There are two current consultations but have no relevance to Histon & Impington. 

More local matters 
I met residents to begin to develop ideas for improved cycle routes within Histon & Impington. 
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I visited NIAB with A14 officers and parish councillors to view options for connecting the NIAB bridge 

to Impington. 

I met county officers and the organisers of the Strawberry 50 to review plans to ensure that the 

route would be safe for participants. 

I met county officers and local stakeholders on-site to check the progress of the crossroads 

improvement works at Histon Green and to ensure that they would not adversely impact access to 

the Green by the funfair. 

I joined county officers on site to monitor the impact of bus diversions resulting from the part 

closure of the Busway and with residents to look at safety concerns relating to the lights at its 

junction with Cambridge Road. 

I found myself on BBC Radio Cambridgeshire trying to fit arguments for and against reduced speeds 

as an appropriate response to increased pollution levels into two ridiculously short soundbites! 

And finally …. I enjoyed a couple of days in Manchester early in the month. Remarkably it didn’t 

rain all the time, in fact it didn’t rain at all and it was fine enough on one day for a little light alfresco 

dining. Manchester is of course famous for its role in driving the country’s economy in the 19th and 

early 20th centuries and it has the great mercantile buildings to match. It’s good to see how many of 

them survive and are being repurposed to meet the city’s needs today. I wonder how many of the 

new buildings at the Salford Quays will be regarded so highly when they are a century or so old. The 

aerial view of the city is interesting and makes you wonder what the city planners have been up to. 

The old buildings are still there, the street plan is unchanged and new buildings seem to squeeze 

into every space. It’s a bit of a jumble but maybe better that it hasn’t been over planned. There are a 

few photos from my trip at https://flic.kr/s/aHsmE8Rkhf.  

4 Jul 1400 Adults Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

4 Jul 1000 Communities & Partnership Shire Hall, Cambridge 

9 Jul 1400 Children and Young People Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

9 Jul 1000 Highways & Community Infrastructure Shire Hall, Cambridge 

11Jul 1000 Economy & Environment Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

11 Jul 1400 Health Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

12 Jul 1000 *Commercial & Investments Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

16Jul 1000 *General Purposes Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

18 Jul 1000 Planning Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

23 Jul 1030 Full Council  Shire Hall, Cambridge 

25 Jul 1000 Health & Wellbeing Board Shire Hall, Cambridge 

31 Jul 1000 C&P Combined Authority Council Chamber, March 

11 Sep 1400 Cambridgeshire Police & Crime Panel HDC office, Huntingdon 

12 Sep 1400 Greater Cambridge Partnership Assembly Shire Hall, Cambridge 

3 Oct 1600 Greater Cambridge Partnership Executive Board SCDC offices, Cambourne 

7 Nov 1400 Cambridgeshire Fire Authority Hinchingbrooke Park 

*committees of which I am currently a member; these may change. Note that the Council’s diary is 
online https://cmis.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ccc_live/Meetings.aspx.  
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