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February’s a short month and I published my January report late so that I could report on the budget 

meeting early in the month so this month’s report will be doubly shorter than most. 

Full Council meeting 

There was a council meeting as reported last month. My account it at https://wp.me/p7tuu7-1Qk.  

Committee meetings and other council matters 
It was another lean month with several committees not meeting viz Adults, Children & Young 

People, Highways & Community Infrastructure, Communities & Partnerships and General Purposes.  

During the month the result of a recent OfStEd report on Children’s Services was released with some 

unfortunate CCC spin. Go to https://wp.me/p7tuu7-1Qv for my take on the truth of the matter. 

Commercial & Investment: there were no key decisions. I abstained on two decisions. The first was 

on a proposed JV with the university to ‘sell’ access to a combined fibre network. In principle I 

support this, I have since spoken at length to the lead officer, but there was insufficient information 

un the papers on which to base any decision. The second was on the appointment of non-exec 

directors to This Land which I was uncomfortable with because I could not see how they would help 

to bring focus to the company’s activity with respect to delivering development in Cambridgeshire.  

Note that the promised review of This Land’s budget and plans for 2019 will take place 15 Mar 19. 

Health: there was a short unscheduled meeting because of the need to address two key decisions. 

The first related to an interim contract for the delivery of the Integrated Contraception and Sexual 

Health services. It’s only a six month contract and it’s being awarded so that contracts in both 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough can be aligned in future. The second related to agreeing the 

model for the delivery of Cambridgeshire’s (and Peterborough’s) Healthy Child Program. 

Note that although I am a member of this committee I did not attend this meeting because it was 

arranged on a reserve date for which I had a prior business commitment. 

Environment & Economy: there were two key decisions relating to the planning applications for 

Waterbeach East and Bourn Airfield. I attended this meeting as a substitute and highlighted the 

limited CCC input to the two applications on public health grounds. The committee also ‘agreed’ to 

extend funding of contractual bus services to the end of 2019/20. In fact CCC has been ‘told’ to do so 

by the Combined Authority despite having no explicit budget for this purpose. Fortunately it expects 

to underspend it’s concessionary fares budget so can use this to cover any overspend.  

During the month the Council announced that over 3 million people used Park & Ride sites in 2018, a 

big increase over 2017. What it neglected to say was that usage is now back to the level it was at 

before parking charges were introduced. More spin and fake news? 

Planning: the committee did meet and reported a decision taken by officers to allow the conditioned 

improvements to footpaths on Station Road, Histon as a part of the Junior School expansion 

approval to be implemented before 31 Oct 19.  

The Greater Cambridge Partnership Assembly met at the end of the month when it was due to 

approve the investment in the Milton Road improvements. During the month it’s initiated yet 
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another survey to find out ‘what they (the people of Greater Cambridge) want from a future world-

class public transport system’. You’ve got to wonder when it’s actually going to do something. The 

Executive did not meet. 

The Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority met with a lean agenda but a sting in the 

tail with a motion from Lewis Herbert relating to budgeting and recruitment plans. The scrutiny 

committee has also been involved and there’s some suspicion that the Authority and the Mayor are 

not delivering value for money.  

Health & Well Being Board: did not meet.  

The Cambridgeshire Police & Crime Panel did not meet. 

The Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Fire Authority met and proposed to raise its precept by 2.88%.  

Consultations relevant to this division (and elsewhere) 

Consultation Purpose/object Due date and link 

Planning, Minerals and 
Waste - Local Validation 
List 

Consultation on the proposed 2019 revision of 
the List CCC’s own development and for waste 
development. 

11 Apr 19 
 
https://bit.ly/2XB2s2U  

More local matters 
I attended the launch of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Business & IP Centre in Cambridge 

Central Library. I was able to meet a lead Director from CIVIC and reinforce the case for Histon 

library to be included in the CIVIC program. 

It’s been good to see that the previously incomplete resurfacing of the B1049 has now been 

completed but at the price of some disturbance to the community (https://wp.me/p7tuu7-1QB).  

I met county officers to lobby for better accommodation for cyclists and pedestrians at the Buxhall 

Farm primary school site.  

I met county and parish officers to agree plans for the improvements to the B1049 cross roads by 

the Green. 

I met the owners of the School Hill site (again) to review plans for the library in their development. 

I met parish officers on site to confirm plans for the latest Local Highways Initiative scheme 

I met county officers on site to check another (!) application for local road works and traffic controls. 

And finally … twice recently I’ve taken issue with motorists sat in their parked vehicles with the 

engines running. Both times they’ve been trade vehicles (first British Gas which I reported on 

Twitter, second Martin Traffic Management see https://wp.me/p7tuu7-1Qz) and both times the 

drivers have given me to believe that they’ve thought that it was a little loopy to ask them to switch 

off their engines. What gets me is that at the very least it’s a waste of money but more important it 

adds to the pollution of our community. It’s unnecessary. Why don’t these people give it a second 

thought and think ‘yes, I’ve got kids and I’d prefer them to grow up in a less polluted environment’? 

But then we’re all guilty sometimes so maybe we should all think about switching our engines off 

when we’re waiting in a queue at traffic lights.  
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14 Mar 1000 Economy & Environment Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

14 Mar 1400 *Health Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

20 Jun 1400 Cambridgeshire Fire Authority Hinchingbrooke Park 

12 Mar 1400 Children and Young People Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

12 Mar 1000 *Highways & Community Infrastructure Shire Hall, Cambridge 

21 Mar 1400 Adults Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

7 Mar 1000 Communities & Partnership Shire Hall, Cambridge 

22 Mar 1000 *Commercial & Investments Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

26 Mar 1000 *General Purposes Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

27 Mar 1000 C&P Combined Authority City Hall, Peterborough 

6 Jun 1400 Greater Cambridge Partnership Assembly Shire Hall, Cambridge 

13 Mar 1400 Cambridgeshire Police & Crime Panel FDC office, March 

19 Mar 1030 Full Council  Shire Hall, Cambridge 

20 Mar 1600 Greater Cambridge Partnership Executive Board SCDC offices, Cambourne 

21 Mar 1000 Planning Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

28 Mar 1000 Health & Wellbeing Board Shire Hall, Cambridge 

*committees of which I am currently a member; these may change. Note that the Council’s diary is 
online https://cmis.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ccc_live/Meetings.aspx.  
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