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South Cambs Newsletter 
We are writing to you to keep you informed of local issues involving the District and County Councils. 

If you would prefer not to receive this monthly email newsletter, you can unsubscribe using the link 

below. If you have friends who would like to receive this newsletter, please forward this email and 

ask them to sign up here 

Transport plan in a jam 
Concerns are growing that the draft transport plan for our area could make traffic worse and many 

residents are up in arms. Proposals facing opposition are: 

• A busway through Coton 

• Giant Park & Ride car park on Madingley Rise 

• Park & Ride on the A10 (Harston side of the M11) that could make congestion worse 

• Road closure and tree-felling proposals in Cambridge 

All these plans ignore local residents. Liberal Democrats say that they need to consider local quality 

of life in the plans from the outset, not afterwards. 

The proposals come from the Conservative-led Greater Cambridgeshire Partnership (GCP), formerly 

“The City Deal”. A rethink on the A10 plans is not enough. GCP need a complete rethink of their 

approach. 

The Lib Dems will continue to push practical ways of reducing A10 congestion, which make living in 

Harston and other A10 villages better rather than worse. 

There are at least a couple of glimmers of hope: it has just been announced by Network Rail that a 

Cambridge South station, in the Addenbrooke's Hospital area, is likely to get the go ahead. This is 

something the Lib Dems have backed for over 20 years, and it is great that it is - at last – looking 

likely.  And the Histon & Impington Parish council has just heard that it’s most recent Local Highways 

Initiative bid has been successful so that it can now embark on phase 2 of the works to improve 

parking, bus stops and traffic flows close to the Baptist Church. 

 A14 upgrade work 
The community is furious about the felling of so many trees as a part of Highways England’s A14 

work. County Councillor David Jenkins called a public meeting at short notice and has since 

established a working group to make sure that further work can be done to the advantage of the 

community.   

Local Planning in chaos 
As the saga of England’s longest-ever Local Plan approaches its end, South Cambs Council is in 

danger of losing some of its planning powers.  South Cambs has one of the worst records in the 

country for losing appeals on planning decisions. If they don't improve their record, the Government 

can take away their right to decide planning applications. 

It could end up with a developer “free for all” - the council forced to grant planning applications it 

doesn't want. This would obviously be very bad news for local democracy and your ability to object 

to bad planning applications. 
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Bin Collection changes over Easter 
Easter Holidays mean changes to bin collection dates until 16th April. You can see the revised 

schedules here, or put your postcode into the the council website to check when your bins will be 

collected. (You can even add the dates for your area directly to your Apple or Android calendar.) 

Remember that aluminium foil, plastic and cardboard from your Easter Eggs can all be recycled in 

your blue bin. 80 million chocolate eggs sold across the UK generate almost 5,000 tonnes of extra 

packaging waste.  

Keep Orchard Park Tidy 
The Big Orchard Park litter pick is an opportunity for everyone to turn out and make a difference to 

your area by clearing the litter in Orchard Park on Sat 14 Apr 18.  Come along to the Wildlife Area 

near the Orchard Park Sports Centre any time between 10am and 2pm.  

Potholes growing faster than molehills 
The recent snow and cold has seen potholes multiplying across the District at a rapid rate. Thanks to 

Conservative cutbacks, the money for repairs is nothing like what we need, and follows years of 

underinvestment in maintenance. 

To stand any chance of a repair, it is vital that potholes are reported via this website.  

Policing and crime in Orchard Park 
Following a meeting with County Councillor David Jenkins the police have agreed to join a working 

group in the community alongside the Community Council. This complements its commitment of a 

dedicated police constable for the community.  

Have your say on your Parish Council 
Our local Parish Councils do brilliant work, but are always looking for keen, local people to help look 

after our village amenities. Being a Parish Councillor is an great way to get involved. 

Parish councils are rarely party-political and involve people from all walks of life in the village. 

Full council meetings are normally monthly, and there are also committee meetings for things like 

Planning, Recreation and Finance. 

All our parish councils are up for election on 3rd May, at the same time as South Cambs District 

Council. Election is for a four year term, and to stand for election you have to apply before Friday 6th 

April, 2018 

 

To stand, you need to be a registered voter, live or work in your Parish, or live within 3 miles of it. 

You also need the signatures of just two parish residents, using these nomination forms.  

Contact us 
Liberal Democrat Councillors and campaigners are working hard in your area all year round - if you 

have an issue you think we can help you with please do email us on info@sclibdems.org.uk.  You can 

read your County Councillor David Jenkin's monthly report here 

And if you know others who would find this email useful do get them to sign up here 
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