
 
 

South Cambs Newsletter 

We are writing to you to keep you informed of local issues involving the District and County 
Councils. If you would prefer not to receive this monthly email newsletter, you can 
unsubscribe using the link below. If you have friends who would like to receive this 
newsletter, please forward this email and ask them to sign up here 

Campaign against Library Computer Charging 

The campaign to stop the County Council from introducing charges for use of the computers 
in libraries was given a huge boost by the visit of Vince Cable MP, who came to Great 
Shelford Library and signed the petition. 

The petition already has well over 600 signatures - please do add yours. 

At a committee meeting on 13 February, the County Council decided to proceed with 
proposals to increase income from libraries. This includes the proposal to charge for use of 
the library computers, which are currently free for all users, after the first half hour. The 
software needed to manage the new charges itself costs £18,800. There will also be the 
addition costs of staff training and time. 

Lib Dem councillors on the committee moved an amendment to reject the charges but were 
defeated by the Conservatives, with Labour abstaining. 

We have designed so much of the modern world around the internet. You need to go online 
to apply for many benefits, to get a bus pass, to get on the housing list, to search and apply 
for a job, or just to buy some everyday goods. 

Charging for computers goes against the core mission of libraries to provide free and equal 
access to information. The government’s own strategy commits local authorities to provide 
free wifi and computers in all libraries. So, the Council must deliver this. There are other 
ways to raise much-needed funds for libraries.  

Greening our Neighbourhood Plan 

Histon & Impington village comes 104th out of 104 villages in terms of provision of green 
open spaces for children to play, as measured by the South Cambs minimum of hectares 
per 1000 people. It's a shocking truth and is only going to get worse unless we work hard to 
ensure that the few remaining green spaces that we do have are valued and protected, and 
that we increase our green spaces, too, in order for our community to be green, vibrant and 
safe. 

This goes hand in hand with planning for affordable housing and quality of life in the area. 
We are working hard to make sure that the Neighbourhood Plan includes a policy on Local 
Green Spaces and a network of pathways within and around the villages. 

Pothole Season 

This winter seems to have been particularly harsh on our road surfaces, with potholes 
appearing all over the place. In order for County Highways to know where the potholes are, 
and which ones are most dangerous, it is important that we all report them, either by 
telephone on 03450 455 212 or via the website where you can also see outstanding reports. 

The County Council also has an on-line claim form if you wish to claim for damages.    

This is no excuse for the state of things, but rather a reflection of years of mismanaged 
maintenance for which there is now no obvious rescue. This very good blog by one of our 
County Councillors David Jenkins explains more: ‘The Day the Money Runs Out’ 

http://www.sclibdems.org.uk/emailnewssignup?e=0e634925538e8948c2ab1956d3239189&utm_source=ldsouthcamb&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=enfeb18h_i&n=1
http://www.sclibdems.org.uk/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cambridgelibdems.org.uk%2Flibrary_computer_charging&e=0e634925538e8948c2ab1956d3239189&utm_source=ldsouthcamb&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=enfeb18h_i&n=2
http://www.sclibdems.org.uk/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fhighwaysreporting.cambridgeshire.gov.uk&e=0e634925538e8948c2ab1956d3239189&utm_source=ldsouthcamb&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=enfeb18h_i&n=3
http://www.sclibdems.org.uk/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cambridgeshire.gov.uk%2Fresidents%2Ftravel-roads-and-parking%2Froads-and-pathways%2Froadworks-and-faults%2F&e=0e634925538e8948c2ab1956d3239189&utm_source=ldsouthcamb&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=enfeb18h_i&n=4
http://www.sclibdems.org.uk/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcllrdavidjenkinscom.wordpress.com%2F2018%2F02%2F21%2Fthe-day-the-money-runs-out%2F&e=0e634925538e8948c2ab1956d3239189&utm_source=ldsouthcamb&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=enfeb18h_i&n=5


 
 
  

Does the Mayor Care about South Cambs? 

In another blow to our confidence in his rule, the Mayor of Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough, James Palmer, has removed Peter Topping, the Leader of South Cambs from 
his role in charge of affordable housing. Despite both being Conservatives, there seems to 
be some disagreement about housing strategy for the county - and the person who was 
supposed to be championing the needs of South Cambs is on the losing side. 

There are already signs that the mayor is not prioritising the housing crisis in South Cambs. 
In a report just published, the Combined Authority has revealed that East Cambs (home of 
Mayor Palmer) is getting £925k to support affordable housing this year whereas South 
Cambs, which is far larger and with much higher housing costs, is being given £829k. 

When the Combined Authority was created a year ago, we were promised that South Cambs 
would get about 70% of the affordable housing funding provided by central government, 
simply because it meets the criteria for priority funding. However, the Mayor is clearly 
politicising this and we cannot just depend on ‘criteria’ and ‘process’ to defend us.  

From HI Village to the High Seas 

There was a really good turn-out for the talk on "Plastics: From HI Village to the High Seas. 
How they get there and what we can do about it", that Pippa helped to organise on 
7th February. 

The talk was given by an environmental expert in marine plastics - it was a sobering 
explanation of the many different plastics and microplastics that end up in the sea, such as 
straws, bottles and even microfibres that come from washing our fleece jackets. But we also 
learned of inspiring community campaigns that are reducing plastic waste and came up with 
our own simple and practical ways for us to make a positive difference, both individually and 
collectively. 

This has led to the creation of the HI Last Straw campaign which raises awareness through 
the #PlasticFreeFriday pledge, encourages educational visits to the Amey recycling centre, 
promotes the use of refillable bottles and the installation of public drinking fountains to fill the 
bottles.  We're also talking with shops, cafes and pubs about ways to reduce plastic 
packaging and the sale of straws, and developing a one-stop webpage for information about 
ways to reduce our use of single-use plastic.  If you’re interested in being part of the HI Last 
Straw campaign, please contact mould001@hotmail.co.uk 

County Council Tax Rise - Kept From Where It's Needed 

Against expectation, the County Council will go with the government’s recommended 2.99% 
general council tax rise, after several years of self-imposed council tax freeze which 
continues to necessitate avoidable budget cuts and extra strain on public services.  

How to spend the funds raised by the council tax increase was the subject of council 
disagreement. The vote of the controlling Conservative Group has meant that funds 
produced by the rise are going to 'rainy day' reserves rather than protecting our already 
'water-damaged' key public services.   

District Council Budget – a Different Story 

South Cambs District Council has agreed a budget for the next year and set its financial 
forecasts for the medium term. The future, while not dire, will depend upon reserves - which 
have built up to a healthy £11million - being drawn down over the next five years to a level of 
£2.5million - just to keep services going. 

mailto:mould001@hotmail.co.uk


 
 
The Council is also taking part in a Fairer Funding Review which looks likely to result in a 
large proportion of local business rates being collected by the District but diverted to the 
County Council to plug the social care gap across Cambridgeshire.  

SCDC is struggling to build council dwellings at the rate they are sold under Right-To-Buy, 
made even harder by the fact that the government takes 70% of the receipt of each dwelling 
sold. 

Residents may also be interested to learn that SCDC no longer receives any government 
grant and may in fact become a net contributor to government coffers under new funding 
rules. 

Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 

The Mayor’s Combined Authority has approved spending of £600,000 to develop an outline 
business case and options appraisal report for a ‘Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro’. The 
Mayor had promised a light rail system, but an independent report suggested this was not 
the best solution. 

The preferred option as set out by the consultants is an electric powered vehicle which 
operates independently without tracks or rails and can be run on and off road on busways. It 
would entail about 31 miles of new busways, and nearly four miles of tunnels under 
Cambridge – one underground section from Madingley Road to Mill Road, and another from 
Mill Road to Cambridge North station. The price tag for the project would be around £1.5-
£1.7bn. 

Contact us 

Liberal Democrat Councillors and campaigners are working hard in your area all year round - 
if you have an issue you think we can help you with please do email us 
on info@sclibdems.org.uk.   

And if you know others who would find this email useful do get them to sign up here  

  

South Cambridgeshire - Liberal Democrats 

http://www.sclibdems.org.uk/ 
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