
It is understandable that parents, heads, teachers and governors are angry about the 
increasing pressure within their school budgets (Schools urge parents to protest over 
funding cuts, March 8th). 
  
This is an important issue of national significance - a good society invests in its 
young people. However, the current debate is confusing two separate aspects of the 
problem. 
  
The first is that the government is not fully funding the extra costs that schools now 
face. It is protecting the cash value of the pupil grant but that is not the same as the 
real value in terms of what it can purchase for schools (staff, equipment, facilities). 
For the government to claim that it is 'protecting the core schools budget in real 
terms' is factually incorrect, assuming that, inn these 'post-truth days' we can agree 
on the meaning of the word 'real'! 
  
A separate issue is the proposal for a new formula for distributing resources more 
equitably. The campaign for Fair Funding has been running for over 22 years since it 
was initiated by what was then the Secondary Heads Association in 1994. Money for 
education has been distributed on the basis of historic decisions made separately by 
local councils over 30 years ago but since the early 1990s, schools have been 
judged against national criteria. The local/national mismatch was clearly 
indefensible. 
  
So the need for a new and fairer formula cannot be denied. Sadly, the one proposed 
does not do the job properly and needs revising before it is implemented in 2018 but 
it would wrong and even more unfair to continue with what we currently have. The 
snag is that teachers in relatively well-funded areas get used to their own school 
structures and provision and assume it to be the norm. It is only when they move to 
another part of the country that they realise how fortunate they had previously 
been. After allowing for area cost differentials and deprivation indices, schools in 
some parts of the country currently get over £1,000 per pupil more than schools in 
other areas. This cannot be justified and must be addressed. It is doubtful whether it 
can be by a government that is prepared to spend millions on the irrelevance of new 
grammar schools instead of investing in mainstream schooling. 
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