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Full Council meeting 

There was of another big meeting of Full Council during February. Click here for my account of the 

meeting and click here for my take on the devolution issue. 

Committee meetings and other council matters 
General Purposes: There was one key decision of note viz the one relating to the Total Transport 

pilot scheme. This has been a long time coming but at last we are seeing an attempt to bring 

together all of the County Council’s funded transport schemes to see if money can be saved. The big 

challenge though is not to save the money but to persuade the disparate users to accept some 

reduction in service for the greater good. Watch this space! 

Adults, Economy & Environment and Children & Young People: there were no key decisions at these 

committees’ meetings.  

Highways & Community Infrastructure: there were no key decisions. However it did confirm the 

minor highways awards announced last month. 

Health: there were no key decisions. However in its NHS scrutiny role it continued its scrutiny of the 

Uniting Care Partnership failure by challenging representatives from Monitor and NHS (England). The 

Clinical Commissioning Group’s own report was available on the same day. NHS (England) advised 

that its report would be available in a couple of weeks. We are still waiting. The Health Committee 

also received an excellent update on the IT problems at Addenbrookes. It appears that the hospital is 

at last getting on top of the issues arising from this very ambitious project. 

I attended a workshop at Peterborough City Hospital to address the high level of DTOCs (delayed 

transfers of care) linked to adult social care provision in Cambridgeshire. 

I attended an East of England Local Government Association Health lead members’ network 

meeting. These events are very useful because you get valuable insights about how other councils 

are responding to the same issues and problems which CCC faces. 

I attended an Addenbrooke’s stakeholder meeting to be briefed about the hospital’s progress since 

its poor CQSC rating. The mood is buoyant but increasing A&E demand is making it difficult to get on 

top of waiting times and it doesn’t seem to me that much progress is being made on finances. 

There was again no meeting of the Northstowe JDCC. All scheduled meetings to the middle of this 

year continue to be shown as CANCELLED on the South Cambs web-site (http://bit.ly/1TyKzNj).  

The Planning Committee met but there were no items on the agenda of direct relevance to CH&I. 

However there was an interesting debate about the future of the Northstowe JDCC and the 

observation that this committee can only function if both member councils participate.  

Note the apparent absence of substantive business during the month. I guess this is just a function 

of the time of year with meetings coming after the budget has been set but before the new 

municipal year has started.  April will be similar because there are no committee meetings! 

Consultations relevant to this division 
The consultation on Community Navigators continues until 8 Apr 16 (http://bit.ly/1NJJqJU). 

http://www.chilibdems.co.uk/
mailto:ccc@davidjenkins.org.uk
http://chilibdems.co.uk/2016/03/24/county-council-meeting-22-mar-16-as-it-happened/
http://chilibdems.co.uk/2016/03/24/devolution-whats-not-to-like/
http://bit.ly/1TyKzNj
http://bit.ly/1NJJqJU


Monthly report for parish and community councils Mar 2016 
For the Cottenham, Histon and Impington (CH&I) county council division of Cambridgeshire 
which also includes King’s Meadow, Oakington & Westwick, Orchard Park and Rampton.  

   
David Jenkins www.chilibdems.co.uk 07739 758859 
ccc@davidjenkins.org.uk  01223 236232 
 

The consultation specifically about the proposal to remove concessionary fares for users of Dial-a-

Ride schemes (http://bit.ly/1LHs6ek) continues until 13 Apr 16.  

There’s a new consultation on the Council’s planning obligations strategy which will run until 

17 Apr 16. This strategy provides guidance on what the Council will expect developers to contribute 

towards in terms of meeting the demand for infrastructure arising from new development. 

A satisfaction survey relating to Cambridgeshire’s children’s centres has just surfaced. It’s been 

running since 1 Feb 16 and will continue until 29 Jul 16. It aims to find out how satisfied parents, 

carers, childminders and other service users are with services being provided by them. 

More local matters 
I met the executive director of Economy and Environment to understand why so many apparently 

simple tasks are taking so long. There has been a significant shortage of resource in the group which 

does TROs. This has now been resolved. 

I attended the MindEd conference. This event was put together following a recent tragedy and 

chimes with the mental well-being initiative in Histon & Impington.  

I met officers to look at ways that bus stop signage can be improved in Drummer Street and at the 

Station. We are told that bus transfers are possible but nobody makes it very easy. At the same 

meeting I heard that there’s no planning yet for the bus services relating to Chesterton Station which 

should be operational in about 12 months’ time. 

I met officers to review a number of guided bus issues. 

I met officers to ‘agree’ the New Road, Impington TRO. Just in time for this year’s Hornets’ 

tournament! 

Diary (next public meetings) 
14 Apr 1000 Planning Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

10 May 1030 Full Council Shire Hall, Cambridge 

12 May 1400 *Health Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

17 May 1400 Adults and Wellbeing Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

17 May 1000 Highways & Community Infrastructure Share Hall, Cambridge 

24 May 1400 Children and Young People Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

24 May 1000 *Economy & Environment Committee Share Hall, Cambridge 

31 May 1400 *General Purposes Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

*committees of which I am a member; note these may change. I am Chair of the Health Com. 

And finally …  it’s been amazing to watch the comings and goings in Cuba. First Barack Obama and 

then the Rolling Stones. It’s time that Cuba ‘rejoined’ the world but I just hope that as it does so it 

can maintain what it does really well viz education, health and social care, whilst not being forced to 

take on board aspects of 21st century life which might damage its cohesion. I’m thinking specifically 

about it not being obliged to open up its economy to unbridled capitalism. I enjoyed a couple of 

weeks there 4 or 5 years ago and shudder to imagine what might be the result of an ‘opening up’ 

and a Ryanair style explosion of cheap tourist flights between Miami and several Cuban cities.  
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