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Full Council meeting 

There was no meeting of Full Council during January. It’ll be the budget meeting in February with a 

reserve date in case a decision is not reached. Looking at what’s proposed that’s entirely possible. 

Committee meetings and other council matters 
General Purposes: There were two key decisions. One allowed Milton Keynes to join LGSS which is 

good news and a second enabling CCC to march ahead with development on County Farms land in 

Cottenham despite local opposition which is outrageous. And to continue the theme the committee 

‘decided’ not to go for the allowed 2% additional council tax rise allowed to authorities with a social 

care responsibility. That was also outrageous and was voted through by the Tories and UKIP with Lib 

Dems, Labour and the Indies voting against. Go to http://bit.ly/20AlHF3 for my opinion. 

Economy & Environment: there were no key decisions. 

There was again no meeting of the Northstowe JDCC. It is said that this committee has now been 

wound up. I’ve received no formal notification but I have taken it off the diary below. The Planning 

Committee met but there were no items on the agenda of direct relevance to CH&I. 

Children and Young People: there was one key decision relating to policies for new schools. The 

maximum sizes for primary and secondary schools have been increased to 840 (4 forms of entry) and 

1800 (12 forms) respectively. Furthermore new primary schools in new communities should cover 

the 2-11 age range (currently 4-11) and facilities for Special Education Needs should be built into the 

design spec of new primary schools. It also agreed to spend £100-150K to secure Bottisham Multi 

Academy Trust’s sponsorship of Netherhall School. Strange. 

Highways & Community Infrastructure: there was one key decision relating to switching off street 

lights overnight. It had originally intended to switch them off at 12 midnight (to save money) but 

now it’s gone for 0200. It furthermore agreed not to withdraw funding for school crossing patrols.  

I attended the two Minor Highways panel meetings looking at projects for 2016/17. 

Health Committee: there were no key decisions. However in its scrutiny role it conducted a full 

review of the failure of the Uniting Care Partnership. All four local organisations involved in it were 

present and what BBC Radio Cambridgeshire described as a ‘forensic’ review took place. 

Disappointingly neither NHS (England) not Monitor attended and since they have both had 

significant roles they have been invited to a further scrutiny meeting in March.  

I met Heidi Allen (MP for South Cambs) and had a telephone conversation with Lucy Frazer (SE 

Cambs) to discuss Public Health funding. I expect to see Daniel Zeichner (Cambridge) shortly. 

Adults: there were three key decisions. The first related to the Wisbech homelessness service where 

market testing had revealed only one suitable provider and therefore competitive tendering is to be 

waived. The Provider is the Ferry Project, a Luminus company. The second is to extend the current 

Drug Drug and Alcohol Inpatient Detox Beds Contract by two years from 31 Mar 17 to 31 Mar 19 (I 

don’t find the papers present a compelling case for this and am following up). The third extends the 

Poppyfields (St Neots) Extra Care contact pending the reconfiguration of the service. 
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Consultations relevant to this division 
The consultation on the Integrated Advocacy Service for Cambridgeshire & Peterborough 

(http://bit.ly/1NQpuWc) runs until 20 Feb 16. The City Deal consultation on proposed Histon Road 

improvements (http://bit.ly/1jZFNIs) continues until 15 Feb 16. And there’s a new City Deal 

consultation, this time on cross city cycle links, also running until 15 Feb 16 (http://bit.ly/22MISOE).  

There’s a new consultation on the proposal to remove discretionary benefits that are additional to 

the basic national entitlements under the English National Concessionary Travel Scheme. This runs 

until 6 Feb 16 (http://bit.ly/20gimhV). There’s another one on Section 11 Care Act Policy Support 

Planning which runs until 14 Feb 16 (http://bit.ly/20giw8T).  And finally they’re consulting on public 

library opening hours (again) until 15 Feb 16 (http://bit.ly/1Sum8hE) and on archives opening times 

until 26 Feb 16 (http://bit.ly/1SRWrJ3). Plus there’s a consultation on Community Navigators which 

runs until 8 Apr 16 (http://bit.ly/1NJJqJU). 

You’ve got to ask yourself how much useful information the Council gets from these consultations 

especially when some for such short periods and sometimes over holiday periods.  

More local matters 
I joined Officers and the Chair of the E&ECom to look at early morning congestion along Hills Road. 

I met Officers to review CCC’s intentions with respect to Buxhall Farm and Bypass Farm, Histon. Note 

that this is all tied up with plans for new primary school capacity and I’m being briefed on that 

1 Feb 16. That’s a meeting which will also look at Cottenham Primary School capacity. 

I met Officers and H&I Parish Councillors to talk about ways in which the two councils could work 

more closely together. 

The Busway has now been closed for two weekends for repairs just south of the Histon stop. 

Diary (next public meetings) 
11 Feb 1000 Planning Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

1 Mar 1400 Adults and Wellbeing Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

2 Feb 1400 *General Purposes Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

9 Feb 1400 Children and Young People Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

2 Feb 1000 Highways & Community Infrastructure Share Hall, Cambridge 

8 Mar 1000 Economy & Environment Committee Share Hall, Cambridge 

10 Mar 1400 *Health Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

16 Feb 1030 Full Council Shire Hall, Cambridge 

*committees of which I am a member; note these may change. I am Chair of the Health Com. 

And finally …. It’s been a sad month, not just for the well-known names like David Bowie and Terry 

Wogan but also closer to home with the death of fellow councillor Steven van de Kerkhove. He’s had 

cancer and appeared to be winning the battle but as so often sadly happens it suddenly got worse. 

Steve’s the fourth councillor to die in this Council and it makes you think about the impact that the 

increasing stresses that Members and Officers of the Council are under. I’ve specifically brought up 

the latter with the Chief Executive and will be joining a panel to ensure that the Council exercises 

appropriate care for its employees. 
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