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Full Council meeting 

There was no meeting in September. 

Committee meetings 
General  Purposes. There were three key decisions. One related to finance and one to support for 

new communities. Given that the former is all about coping with cost reductions and avoiding 

overspends and the latter implies spending additional money the support agreed was very 

conditional. The third related to the disposal of the Cromwell Museum at ‘less than best 

consideration’. There was a bit of a road block as the town council wouldn’t countenance anything 

less than the freehold whilst the Tory group on the committee dugs its heels in an insisted on 

freehold which the committee approved. This decision has since been called in and will go to full 

council in October. 

Adults Committee:  there was one, largely administrative, key decision to extend the Age UK 

advocacy contract to enable it to be reconsidered within Uniting Care’s timetable for taking on full 

responsibility for Older People’s services. Note the advocacy consultation below. 

Children and Young People’s Committee:  there were no key decisions. 

Economy & Environment: there were no key decisions. There has been no meeting of the 

Northstowe JDCC. The Planning Committee met but there were no items of direct interest to CH&I. 

Health Committee: there were no key decisions but the committee did scrutinise the Clinical 

Commissioning Group’s (CCG’s) consultation on non-emergency patient transport. It noted that little 

had been done to integrate this transport with other elements of publicly funded transport in the 

county and encouraged it to look again at working with the appropriate bodies including 

Cambridgeshire Future Transport. 

I attended a meeting of the East of England Care Network (health chairs). It was interesting to note 

that other counties operate with two or more CCGs. Cambridgeshire and Peterborough make do 

with just one for the combined authorities. I attended the AGM of the CCG. 

I also attended a Commissioning in Healthcare exhibition/conference at Olympia. There were several 

excellent presentations highlighting the impact on total outcomes of early interventions in mental 

health and of broad public health programs targeting obesity and smoking. 

The big health news during the month of course was the poor Addenbrookes Care Quality 

Commission judgement of ‘inadequate’ which resulted in the hospital being put into ‘special 

measures’. It’s a harsh judgement but clearly the hospital has problems. Clinically it is top class but 

its difficulties with the new IT system have led to serious operational underperformance. I have 

subsequently spoken to the chair of the Trust’s board and will be meeting her shortly. 

Highways & Community Infrastructure: there was one key decision viz to extend the Highways 

Services Contract to 1 Apr 17 (from 30 Sep 16). This is to enable the selection of a new strategic 

partner best able to respond to the Council’s ‘new operating model’. 
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Consultations relevant to this division 
The consultation relating to future of advocacy services across the county (http://bit.ly/1IDt6MX) 

continues until 15 Oct 15. There’s a new consultation on the Cambridgeshire flood and water 

supplementary planning document (http://bit.ly/1j9b8c9).  

And as always at this time of year there’s a consultation on the budget (http://bit.ly/1Vz21T4).  

More local matters 
I joined parish councillors and officers in a meeting to address the funding of the measures 

necessary for surface water management in Histon & Impington. A follow up meeting has secured 

senior officer support. 

I met highways officers to audit possible locations for new bicycle racks in Histon & Impington. 

I attended the public meeting when three candidate academies presented their proposals for 

running the new secondary school at Darwin Green. One of the candidates is IVC. 

I attended a meeting of the Investment Risk Review Group at which a potential development on 

County Farms’ land in Cottenham was tabled.  

Diary (next public meetings) 
13 Oct 1030 Full Council Shire Hall, Cambridge 

15 Oct 1000 Planning Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

20 Oct 1000 *General Purposes Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

20 Oct 1900 Police Panel Swavesey VC 

28 Oct 1000 *Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee SCDC, Cambourne 

3 Nov 0930 Highways & Community Infrastructure Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

3 Nov 1400 Adults and Wellbeing Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

5 Nov 1400 *Health Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

10 Nov 1400 Children and Young People Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

17 Nov 1000 Economy and Environment Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

*committees of which I am a member; note these may change. I am Chair of the Health Com. 

And finally …. there’s always a debate about anti-smoking campaigns. On the one side are the civil 

liberties groups and those who oppose the nanny state. Their attitude is that if people want to 

smoke and kill themselves (the evidence that they do is irrefutable) then they should be allowed to 

do so. That’s fair enough but it ignores the fact that passive smoking is also a killer which is why it’s 

right that you don’t smoke anymore in bars and restaurants and other public places and that now it’s 

illegal to smoke in a car if there are children as passengers. But the big reason for reducing the 

number of people who smoke is that medical care is a scare resource and the best way to pay for the 

NHS is to find ways of stopping people from making unnecessary demands on it. Can you imagine 

what it would cost to run the NHS if we still had the smoking prevalence of 20 years ago? 

So: this month is Stoptoper again. If you’re a smoker go to https://stoptober.smokefree.nhs.uk/ and 

sign up. There’s just enough time to quit before Xmas. Imagine what a splendid Xmas present that 

would be for your family! 
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