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Full Council meeting 

There was a full council meeting. For an account ‘as it happened’ check out http://bit.ly/1MFmz76.  

Committee meetings 
The Adults & Wellbeing Committee met. There were no key decisions but it did review a proposed 

change to its recruitment policy. It seems that salaries for operational staff are well below those in 

neighbouring councils which makes it difficult to recruit and retain them. 

There were no meetings of the Children & Young People Committee 

The Economy & Environment Committee met.  There were no key decisions although I would have 

thought that the first one relating to the Northstowe section 106 deal should have been one. This 

was approved but an amendment I proposed ‘noting the low level of affordable housing’ was voted 

down by a block Tory vote. The committee agreed to proceed with Ring Fort Path, option 4 in 

Orchard Park and noted a typically anodyne report regarding the poor performance of Park & Ride 

charging. 

I met officers several times to get a complete and fair picture of the changes in the section 106 

numbers between the NJDCC meeting (see below) and this one.  

The General Purposes Committee met. There was a key decision relating to the redevelopment of 

the Barnwell Community Centre (Cambridge). It was agreed only to pursue mixed use options 

whereby the Council would generate a revenue stream. This is becoming a standard; as the Council 

gets less and less funding it is looking for other income sources in order to balance its books. It also 

resolved to pursue a similar course of action relating to the Milton Road Library site. Although I 

supported the general thrust of the motion I abstained from the vote because insufficient evidence 

to support it had been presented (see also below). 

The Health Committee met. With its scrutiny hat on it looked at the performance of the 

Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Foundation Trust which is responsible for mental health in the 

community. Waiting lists for treatment are unacceptably long and although action plans are in place 

there are concerns that the problem is growing and that funding may not be sufficient.  There were 

no key decisions but the Committee was alerted to the need to make in-year cuts of about 7% 

because of a recent dictate from the Department of Health. 

The Highways & Community Infrastructure Committee met. There was one key decision relating to 

the proposed household waste recycling plant at Northstowe. There are four such sites in the 

Council’s Minerals & Waste Plan but it looks like it will not be able to afford to build them. Plus of 

course this particular site is a drain on the Northstowe Section 106 deal (see above and below). It 

was agreed to not provide the site for Northstowe. The Committee also agreed a largely unchanged 

Minor Highways Improvement Program for 2016/17. 

The Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee met as expected to consider the conditions 

and section 106 agreement for phase 2. They were approved but more with a sense of relief than 

one of elation. For more information about the meeting check out http://bit.ly/1MDv1Ts.  
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The Planning Committee met and approved the application relating to the temporary Infants’ School 

capacity on the site of the Histon & Impington Junior School (http://bit.ly/1JFmv5i).  

Consultations relevant to this division 
There are three new consultations. Two relate to adult social care. One relates to future of advocacy 

services across Cambridgeshire (http://bit.ly/1IDt6MX) and the other to the support given by the 

Council to carers (http://bit.ly/1LYaiZD). There’s a third which concerns the redevelopment of the 

Brookfields site on Mill Road in Cambridge (http://bit.ly/1IRLwva). There seem to be so many of 

these consultations and responses are often poor I wonder how effective they are. 

More local matters 
I attended a training session on Sustainable Urban Drainage systems (SUDS). 

I worked with the clerk at Cottenham PC to identify funding options for improved parking at the 

primary school. 

The plans etc approved for Northstowe (see above) including full investment in the ponds at Dry 

Drayton Road, Oakington but unfortunately have lost money for improving the cycle route from 

Rampton. 

Diary (next public meetings) 
1 Sep 0930 Highways & Community Infrastructure Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

1 Sep 1400 Adults and Wellbeing Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

8 Sep 1000 Economy and Environment Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

3 Sep 1400 *Health Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

13 Oct 1030 Full Council Shire Hall, Cambridge 

10 Sep 1000 Planning Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

30 Sep 1000 *Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee SCDC, Cambourne 

8 Sep 1400 Children and Young People Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

15 Sep 1000 *General Purposes Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

*committees of which I am a member; note these may change. I am Chair of the Health Com. 

And finally …. I’m a chemist by training but at University I ended up specialising in theoretical 

chemistry and my friends described me as a failed mathematician. This bias towards numbers has 

stayed with me and in business I’ve been surprised by how the owners of so many small business are 

not aware of the numbers which describe their performance and seem quite happy to take decisions 

regardless. Maybe that’s why there are so many small businesses. It’s the same at the Council. I’m 

disappointed that so many decisions are made without any challenge of the assumptions that 

underpin them. I’ve written before about long, tedious papers in which there are lots of words but 

little data but increasingly I’m seeing decisions being taken without data or, sometimes, despite it. A 

great example of the former was the recent paper on Northstowe section 106 funding at the E&E 

Com. It had lost £13 million but there was no explanation in the papers. And the classic example of 

the latter of course has been the recent Cambridge Central Library Enterprise centre decision. It’s 

really not good enough. 
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