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Full Council meeting 

A quiet month of course with neither a full council meeting nor committee meetings. 

Committee meetings 
There were no meetings of any of the service committtees, of the General Purposes Committee, the 

Planning Committee or the Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee. 

Other matters relating to these committees which have arisen during the month: 

General  Purposes. There is an ‘investment review group’ which is not decision making but advises 

the committee and officers on matters relating to the Council’s investment (and divestment). I have 

attended the last two meetings. It’s interesting as the Council seeks to maximise money which it can 

make, and thereby maintain services, with its wider corporate objectives and role as a leader in the 

public sector space. I have been encouraged by the stance that my two fellow councillor members in 

this group, neither noted for being particularly liberal, have taken a markedly balanced view. 

Economy & Environment. A fifth round of the Council’s collective energy purchase scheme has been 

launched. There’s full information at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/switch. 

The Council ran a seminar on forecasts of the impact of the big A14 scheme on local traffic flows. 

These suggest that flows through our villages will be less with the big scheme than they would be 

without it. 

Health. In my role as chair of this committee I met corresponding councillors from Peterborough. We 

will be exploring opportunities to share resources as we build next year’s budget. The committee 

also ran a first workshop, as did all other committees, looking at the 2016/17 budget.  

I shall be attending a meeting of other chairs in the Eastern Region during September and one of the 

papers which we’ve already seen relates to the implementation of the ‘National Living Wage’. 

Because the Council employs, directly and indirectly, many people who will be affected by this there 

will be a significant impact on its budget. This is exacerbated by the need to ‘preserve differentials’. 

Following the problems around the Cambridge Library Enterprise Centre (CLEC) a workshop 

addressed the roles and responsibilities of those involved and especially ‘spokes’ and ’spokes 

meetings’. The latter are ‘secret’ meetings and cannot be decision making but have a role in getting 

a political steer and informing the political groups of decisions to be taken. 

I met SE Cambs MP Lucy Frazer when she visited Histon & Impington. I asked for her support with 

respect to the arbitrary mid-year cut in the public health budget and regarding the rigid positions 

taken by the Homes & Communities Agency and the Ministry of Defence in respect of the ‘viability’ 

of the Northstowe phase 2 development and its implication for affordable housing. 

Consultations relevant to this division 
There is only one active consultation. It’s the one relating to future of advocacy services across 

Cambridgeshire (http://bit.ly/1IDt6MX). 
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More local matters 
The Highways England work at the Girton junction seems thankfully over. The real benefit remains to 

be seen but so far the queues in the morning eastbound seem to have been sorted. This should have 

a knock on effect with less traffic rat running through Oakington and Histon & Impington. 

I met the highways officer with responsibility for the City to address issues in King’s Meadows and 

Orchard Park (both communities are sensibly handled this way and no along with other South 

Cambs’ communities). 

I met the officer responsible for parking policy to understand options for controlling parking in 

Histon & Impington. Note that the current ‘civil’ scheme has now been extended to include the Park 

& Ride sites so there is no reason, other than cost, not to extend it to other parts of the county 

outside Cambridge City. 

The NHS has refused to support a pharmacy at Orchard Park. There is concern that it based this on 

out of date information. I have suggested that it requests that Health Scrutiny reviews this decision. 

The pedestrian crossing at the Green in Histon has been completed. This is important to support the 

new school buildings at the Junior School which will in fact be the third year of the Infants’ School. 

Following the decision to extend the lease on Histon Library money has now been committed to 

replace the bookshelves with ones on wheels which will make it into a more valuable space enabling 

exhibitions and out of hours meetings. 

Diary (next public meetings) 
1 Sep 0930 Highways & Community Infrastructure Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

1 Sep 1400 Adults and Wellbeing Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

8 Sep 1000 Economy and Environment Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

3 Sep 1400 *Health Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

13 Oct 1030 Full Council Shire Hall, Cambridge 

10 Sep 1000 Planning Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

30 Sep 1000 *Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee SCDC, Cambourne 

8 Sep 1400 Children and Young People Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

15 Sep 1000 *General Purposes Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

*committees of which I am a member; note these may change. I am Chair of the Health Com. 

And finally …. It seems to have been a dreadful summer. Although I seem to recall exceptional 

temperatures early in July I don’t feel that we’ve had a summer to enjoy. We don’t seem to have 

more than a couple of nice days in a row at any time and although we seem to have escaped the 

worst of the rain we still seem to have had a lot of it. However there seems to be good growing 

conditions with a plentiful supply of good fruit in the shops, the farmers seem to have got their 

harvests in successfully (the view of the fields as I flew into Stansted last Friday evening was 

splendidly geometric) and we saw five test matches played to completion. I guess it was a typical 

English summer: a bit of good news for everyone but not fantastic for anyone. 
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