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For me it’s been a short month. I took off on vacation 28 Feb 15 and for the first time for ages 

enjoyed a 3 week break. I was back just in time for Full Council and the Northstowe JDCC. 

Full Council meeting 

There was a meeting in March but it was a short one and for the first time in maybe 10 years we 

were out in time for lunch. Click here for a verbatim account. There was one significant item on the 

agenda viz constitutional changes. The council voted to reduce the size of committees from 19 to 13.  

Committee meetings 

The General Purposes Committee met but there were no key decisions. It agreed to lease two 

properties at ‘less than best consideration’ to local community groups. 

The Adults & Wellbeing Committee met but there were no key decisions. It agreed to increase the 

support for the Cambridgeshire Local Assistance Scheme from £350K to £515K as a result of a 

Government policy change (for one year only). 

 The Children & Young People Committee met. There were two key decisions. The first related to the 

results of the recent consultation regarding the recommissioning of early help services which is a 

part of the Council’s cost cutting program. The second endorsed the Diocese of Ely Multi Academy 

Trust as the Council’s preferred sponsor for the first primary school to serve Alconbury Weald. 

The Health Committee met. There were two key decisions. The first approved the novation of the 

contract with Cambridgeshire Community Services for Health Visiting and Family Nurse Partnership 

Services from NHS England to Cambridgeshire County Council on October 1st 2015. The second 

noted and endorsed the progress made to date in undertaking the procurement of a childhood 

vision screening service and authorised the next steps (see below under consultations) 

The Economy & Environment Committee met. There was one key decision regarding the Council’s 

Mobilising Local Energy Investment project which authorized a continuation of activity. 

I attended a meeting of the Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee. In preparation I was 

fully briefed by senior officers beforehand and participated in a site visit. The meeting itself was 

expected to make a decision on the planning application for phase 2. It did not and what happened 

was somewhat strange because the Chair suddenly and without consulting the committee 

announced an adjournment to 29 Apr 15 because we’d ‘run out of time’. Subsequently the new date 

has been fixed for 22 Jul 15 because ‘we need more detail from the HCA in order to make a 

decision’. No matter but it’s interesting to observe that this is the originally intended date before it 

was rather arbitrarily brought forward at the behest of Whitehall towards the end of 2014. 

The City Deal Executive Board met. Perhaps most significantly it approved funding to support the 

establishment of a City Deal Housing Development Vehicle. 

There was a Planning Committee meeting with two relatively minor applications neither of which 

relate to Cottenham, Histon & Impington. 

The Highways & Community Infrastructure Committee met. There were no key decisions. However it 

did approve the development of an enterprise centre within Cambridge Central Library. This is a 
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contentious scheme and has been ‘called-in’. This means it will now be scrutinised at a future 

General Purposes Committee meeting. 

The Council has been successful in securing £460K funding for Cambridgeshire Future Transport. 

Consultations relevant to this division 

The Council is consulting on the way in which it screens children’s eyes to make sure they can see 

clearly and have health eyes (http://bit.ly/1AOsPl7). It runs until 10 Apr 15. 

It is also consulting on its draft mental health strategy: on the focus areas of strategy, the evidence 

base used and the first year action plan (http://bit.ly/19SimvY). It runs until 27 Apr 15. 

And a third consultation relates to its library strategy (http://bit.ly/1GRUiq7). It runs until 30 Apr 15. 

More local matters 

Histon Library has been saved. Its future was in question but finally good sense ruled and new 10 

year lease on the current premises was signed during March.  

The St Andrew’s Centre minor highways project has been completed. 

ByPass Farm did not go to Group Leaders’ to consider minor changes to the proposed lease because 

we’ve been told Children’s Services suddenly have an interest. I’m to be briefed on this later in April. 

The police have agreed to ‘cone off’ New School Road for the Histon Hornets tournament.  

Additional capacity has been agreed for Histon infants/junior schools to accommodate high demand 

for first year admissions. That’s good sense and reflects well on all parties concerned. 

Diary (next public meetings) 

9 Apr 1400 *Health Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

14 Apr 1000 General Purposes Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

14 Apr 1400 Adults and Wellbeing Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

15 Apr 1030 Cambridge Fringes Development Control Committee City Hall, Cambridge 

21 Apr 1000 *Economy and Environment Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

22 Apr 1400 *Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee SCDC, Cambourne 

23 Apr 1000 *Planning Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

28 Apr 1400 Children and Young People Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

28 Apr 1000 Highways & Community Infrastructure Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

12 May 1030 Full Council Shire Hall, Cambridge 

*committees of which I am a member 

Note that several of the above meetings are still showing on the Council web-site although most are 

for ‘reserve dates’. I am aware that the Health Committee will not meet in April. 

And finally … I did enjoy a 3 week break and was able to check out the life that my son is carving out 

for himself in Australia. It’s a super country and if in general it’s laid back he’s got himself based in 

Fremantle which is just about horizontal. It is a blessed country and in Western Australia the 

government is flush with mining royalties with the result that roads are maintained, the police is 

fully funded, schools are in good shape and there’s excellent public transport. And the sun shines 

and there’s good food and wine. It’s just not fair! I’ve posted a few photos at http://bit.ly/1IvohlK.  


