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Full Council meeting 

It was the budget meeting in February. There’s a full verbatim account at http://bit.ly/1DevXoT. It 

was a generally good natured debate although it did highlight the problems that some councillors 

have with the ‘committee system’. Rather too many used the vote to make a political statement 

instead of recognising that their responsibility was to do the best with the resources available. Note 

that I shall be pursuing my police questions directly with the Police and Crime Panel. I really do think 

that the decision not to increase the police precept is irresponsible budgeting. 

Committee meetings 

The General Purposes Committee, the Adults & Wellbeing Committee , the Children & Young People 

Committee and the Health Committee did not meet in February. 

I chaired a meeting to prepare the Council’s response to the Government’s 111 (the NHS non-

emergency number) consultation. 

I attended a briefing meeting with the Care Quality Commission and the Cambridgeshire and 

Peterborough Clinical Commissioning Group regarding recent events at Hinchingbrooke Hospital. 

The Health Committee will be scrutinising these events later this year. 

The Economy & Environment Committee met. It took one key decision viz to agree the 

recommended option for the King’s Dyke crossing (near Whittlesey). It reviewed and was critical of 

the recent implementation of parking charges at the five Cambridge Park & Ride sites. It also 

reviewed the drat Section 106 agreement for Northstowe phase 2 when serious concern was 

expressed at the low level of affordable housing proposed. It agreed that there would be a further 

review of the Park & Ride parking charges and of congestion in Cambridge in general in June/July. 

I attended a meeting of the Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee. This meeting 

approved two applications related to phase 1 and then provided an update on phase 2. The Homes 

& Communities Agency (HCA), developers of phase 2, came in for some criticism for its absence and 

apparently hostile approach 

I attended a workshop on the Community Infrastructure Levy and developer viability calculations.  

I attended the Planning Committee. It was a tough meeting because we had to balance some short 

term community ‘discomfort’ (HCV movements) against the need to allow a local business to invest 

to survive. The committee approved the planning application with only one vote against. I also 

attended a relevant site meeting. 

The Highways & Community Infrastructure Committee met. There were no key decisions. It 

approved the implementation of parking charges at Guided Bus Park & Ride sites. This will be 

effective 1 Apr 15. It also set up a working party to review the working of the Minor Highways 

Improvements Scheme. 

I attended the first meeting of the reconstituted Cambridgeshire Future Transport committee. This 

committee is looking at options to optimise the Council’s spend on adult social care, school and 

subsidised buses. 
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Other County Council matters 

It’s official: www.shapeyourplace.org is closing down. It will be no more on 25 Mar 15. 

Consultations relevant to this division 

The Council continues to consult current Adult Social Care service users, their carers, Care Managers, 

Day Centre and other service staff including third sector volunteers and charities about how 

transport support is currently used and what reception a transport policy would receive across the 

County (bit.ly/1IbElrX). It runs until 12 Mar 15. 

It is consulting on the way in which it screens children’s eyes to make sure they can see clearly and 

have health eyes (http://bit.ly/1AOsPl7). It runs until 10 Apr 15. 

More local matters 

I joined County officers, the new highways team, and representatives of Cottenham Parish Council to 

review the current list of highways projects  

I met group leaders to brief them on Histon & Impington Parish Council’s ByPass Farm project 

I met representatives of the Histon Hornets, IVC, Histon & Impington Parish Council and the Police to 

review plans for the Hornets’ July football tournament.  

I attended the open meeting at Histon library where first steps were taken towards setting up a 

‘Friends’ group. 

I met County officers for a first review of 2015 primary admissions numbers. 

Work on the St Andrew’s Centre Minor Highways project has started and seems to be making good 

progress. Some repairs to the road surface will be done at the same time. Common sense rules! 

Diary (next public meetings) 

3 Mar 1000 General Purposes Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

10 Mar 1400 Children and Young People Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

10 Mar 1000 *Economy and Environment Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

12 Mar 1400 *Health Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

17 Mar 1400 Adults and Wellbeing Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

17 Mar 1000 Highways & Community Infrastructure Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

18 Mar 1030 Cambridge Fringes Development Control Committee City Hall, Cambridge 

24 Mar 1030 Full Council Shire Hall, Cambridge 

25 Mar 1400 *Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee SCDC, Cambourne 

26 Mar 1000 *Planning Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

*committees of which I am a member 

And finally …  I grew up with cricket. My father had a passion for it and he passed it on to me. And so 

of course I’m following the world cup and today I’ve been fascinated by the news of Afghanistan 

beating Scotland. It’s incredible that a war torn country like Afghanistan which none of us would 

ever have thought of as a cricketing nation should suddenly emerge as an, albeit second division, 

contender. Where on earth do they play? Is there a league? How do they find their good player? 

There really are too many questions but it’s an amazing story. 


