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Full Council meeting 

The council met in December. There’s an account at http://bit.ly/17aLjC2.  

Committee meetings 

The General Purposes Committee met. There was a thin agenda but it did agree in the use of a 

windfall £2.5million to reduce pressures in next year’s budget. £2million will be used in Children’s 

and Young People’s Services and £0.5million in Economy, Transport and Environment. 

The Adults & Wellbeing Committee had a full agenda. There were no key decisions. These largely 

related to a tidying up of responsibilities between the Council and its partners. 

The Children & Young People Committee had a very short meeting. There were no key decisions. In 

fact there were no decisions of note.  

The Economy & Environment Committee did not meet in November. 

I attended a meeting of the Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee. It was a one item 

agenda and the Committee agreed to contest a Gallagher appeal that the minimum house size 

condition be dropped. Go to http://bit.ly/1w6aDn7 for a fuller account. 

The Health Committee had a short meeting with no key decisions. It did agree to fund activities 

related to falls prevention. However the actual decision was delegated pending the delivery of a 

business case because the papers only talked about where the funding would come from and not for 

what it would be used! 

Highways & Community Infrastructure Committee had a very short meeting. There were no key 

decisions. In fact there were no decisions of note. 

Consultations relevant to this division 

The Council is consulting with families with young people who access specialist speech and language 

provision at secondary school regarding its future (http://bit.ly/1Ao3e1V).  It runs until 12 Jan 15. 

It is also consulting all current Adult Social Care (ASC) service users, their carers, Care Managers, Day 

Centre and other service staff including third sector volunteers and charities about how transport 

support is currently used and what reception  a transport policy would receive across the County 

(http://bit.ly/1IbElrX). It runs until 12 Mar 15. 

Other County Council matters 

There have been no new issues on www.shapeyourplace.org. funding for this site is being withdrawn 

so presumably it will cease to be active 1 Apr 15. www.cambridgeshire.net is also losing its funding. 

The Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee met for a ‘review’ meeting only. 

I have been picking up increasing evidence that the bus service is not performing as well as it should 

be. I raised it at last month’s council meeting, I have discussed it with Andy Campbell, Stagecoach 

boss in Cambridge and I am pushing it through the Spokes’ meeting (http://bit.ly/14mqy5r).  

Work begins tomorrow (5 Jan 15) on the improved measures for cyclists along Huntingdon Road 

(http://bit.ly/1Ht1R57).  
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More local matters 

I met officers to review options relating to the funding of the project to make the War Memorial 

junction at Station Road safer. 

I met officers to get a better idea of options for extra school bus capacity for Oakington. 

I joined officers and representatives of Histon & Impington Parish Council at a meeting with Balfour 

Beatty to finalise lighting plans for Histon Green.  

I met officers to gain a better understanding of how funding might be secured for necessary flood 

prevention work in Histon & Impington. 

I attended a North Area Committee meeting where a presentation was given about this year’s 

Northern Corridor Growth Fund Section 106 projects. There are two in Histon & Impington. 

I rode the Green Bus to Ely (http://bit.ly/1wOaPSm).  

Diary (public meetings) 

6 Jan 1000 General Purposes Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

6 Jan 1400 Adults and Wellbeing Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

13 Jan 1400 Children and Young People Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

13 Jan 1000 *Economy and Environment Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

15 Jan 1400 *Health Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

20 Jan 1000 Highways & Community Infrastructure Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

22 Jan 1000 *Planning Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

27 Jan 1000 General Purposes Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

28 Jan 1400 *Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee SCDC, Cambourne 

17 Feb 1030 Full Council Shire Hall, Cambridge 

*committees of which I am a member 

And finally …  I’m becoming increasingly frustrated with the quality of the papers being considered 

by the Council’s committees. It didn’t seem to matter that much when they went to the Cabinet 

which most councillors weren’t a part of but now that we are all committee members they are 

important. The papers we get a long, formulaic and turgid. But more important they often miss the 

point. And don’t ever think about reading an ‘executive summary’. It’s true of course that if officers 

had more time they could write shorter reports. Good prose is concise but you do have to work at it. 

But what we get is a standard format, it hasn’t changed since I’ve been a councillor, there’s lots of 

boiler plate and the substance and rationale for the recommendation are generally hidden. The item 

at the Health Committee to which I referred above was typical. It completely missed the oint. If we 

were to agree to spend money we should at least have been told what we would spend it on and 

what benefits would accrue! 


