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Full Council meeting 

There was a full but rather short council meeting in October. Go to http://bit.ly/10bgsS3 for a report. 

It was a good natured meeting notable for a very constructive debate on cross council collaboration. 

General Purposes 

The committee met in October and I attended as a substitute. It was most interesting because of the 

Guided Bus item in which the defects on the guideway were for the first time discussed in public. 

The Committee resolved to ‘carry out works to rectify all of the … defects … subject to securing funds 

from BAM Nuttall.’ It looks like another protracted legal dispute and more money for lawyers. 

It’s back to normal at www.shapeyourplace.org with only two issues for South Cambs neither of 

which relate to CH&I. 

There are still no open consultations relevant to CH&I although one relating to Ring Fort Path in 

Orchard Park will start 3 Nov 14 (http://bit.ly/1zog2ad).  

Adults & Wellbeing and Children & Young People 

These committees met in September. It only discussed the budget and made no significant decisions.  

Economy & Environment 

This committee met in October. I attended. Go to http://bit.ly/13s0JQB for my report.  Several 

decisions were made and one was significantly amended viz the Chesterton to Abbey bridge which is 

an essential part of the Chisholm Trail. It was amended because it was moving too quickly to a 

definitive judgement before all stakeholder views have been adequately considered. 

There was one decision of particular interest to CH&I and that was the approval of the various 

projects proposed for section 106 funding around Cambridge. The list includes two in Histon & 

Impington, which will benefit all users of the B1049, and one to address the feasibility of 

improvements for cyclists on Histon Road south of the A14. 

I attended a meeting of the Planning Committee. There were no applications relevant to CH&I. 

I was unable to attend the Northstowe Joint Development Committee however I did attend a site 

visit at the beginning of the month to see how plans for earthworks in phase 1, especially in 

connection with the boundary with Longstanton, were developing. I was impressed and reported my 

satisfaction with what I saw to the Chair of the Committee. I was also pleased to note that 

improvements have been made to the way that the committee is being managed. 

I attended a meeting of the Joint Strategic Transport and Spatial Planning Group. There were two 

interesting  items on the agenda: 

• The City Deal: nothing new but it’s good to see improvements to Histon Road being one of 

the short list of priority projects; and 

• Cambridge Northern Fringe East Area Action Plan: this will soon go to consultation. Options 

include extensive development north west of the new station with up to 25000 new jobs. 
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Health  

This committee met in October.  I attended. There were no key decisions.  It  reviewed budget 

options and agreed the scope of a Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Mental Health Strategy. 

At the end of the month I attended a final meeting regarding the reconfiguration of East of England 

liver resection services to review Addenbrookes’ plans for the transition and for patient access. To 

his credit the Addenbrooke’s CEO turned up and made the passing comment that Addenbrooke’s 

biggest problem is bed blocking. One third of its beds are used for people waiting for discharge and 

thus not available for patients needing operations and other treatment. 

Highways & Community Infrastructure 

This committee met in September. It only discussed the budget and made no decisions.  

I attended the Minor Highways Projects Panel for South Cambs. There were professional bids from 

Oakington & Westwick, Rampton, Cottenham and Histon & Impington but we must wait until 2015 

to find out which, if any have been successful. It is expected that less money will be available and I 

suspect that parishes will be invited to increase their shares of the funding to enable it to go further. 

More local matters 

I met Balfour Beatty and proposals were finally made to Histon & Impington parish council regarding 

lighting on The Green which were subsequently endorsed. 

Work has begun to resurface the B1049 south of The Green in Histon. It’s now two thirds complete 

and results so far are very good and disruption has been no more than would be expected. 

I joined a joint CCC, SCDC and parish council meeting to review the recent Hyder surface water 

drainage report and to address specifically the culverts under Water Lane and Harding Way. 

Officers have completed an analysis of school bus options for Oakington. They are not encouraging 

but they are ‘hot off the press’ and have not yet been challenged. 

I joined the PCSO to look at school run traffic at Histon Infants School. 

I joined Histon & Impington parish councillors in a meeting with officers to review options for 

funding open access wifi on The Green and in other public places. 

Diary (public meetings) 

4 Nov 1000 General Purposes Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

4 Nov 1400 Adults and Wellbeing Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

6 Nov 1000 *Planning Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

20 Nov 1400 *Health Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

18 Nov 1400 Children and Young People Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

11 Nov 1000 *Economy and Environment Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

18 Nov 1000 Highways & Community Infrastructure Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

26 Nov 1400 *Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee SCDC, Cambourne 

*committees of which I am a member 
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And finally …  charging for parking at Cambridge’s P&R sites has recently been implemented. It’s not 

gone smoothly. Not only are people parking outside the sites to avoid the charge but those who do 

pay it point out that it’s complicated. This has resulted in queues at ticket machines and, as a result, 

travellers missing their buses. It’s a project that’s been badly managed from the start (check out 

http://bit.ly/1dcGTZj) and now CCC has invested in eight more ticket machines (were they included 

in the project economics?) to improve matters. It’s even seen it appropriate to make a video to show 

people how to use the machines which surely misses the point. This should be a very, very simple 

transaction why is it made so complicated? Automatic Number Place Recognition may be snazzy 

technology but is it really appropriate? There’s a concept in the digital world called the UX, the User 

Experience, and the basic premise is that person/machine interactions should be simple/intuitive 

and as short/quick as possible. Did CCC consider the UX when it decided how to implement charging 

at the P&R sites? As it extends this to the Guided Bus it needs to think this though very carefully. And 

by the way next time it does a video can it not film the main speaker standing with the light behind 

him? Go to http://bit.ly/10cppdN for the press release and link to the video. 


