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Full Council meeting 

There was no council meeting in August.  

It will soon be budget time and CCC has started with a consultation. Click here to participate. 

General Purposes 

There was no meeting in August.  

My meeting with officers to follow up the issue of incomplete reporting of payments will take place 

Monday, 1 Sep 14. 

No new issues have been raised on www.shapeyourplace.org during the month. There appear to 

have been just five issues for the whole of South Cambs although some may be duplicates and one 

relates to a Cambridge City issue. 

Adults & Wellbeing 

There was no meeting in August.  

Note that there has been a bit of a noise about the chair of this meeting. UKIP hold this chair but the 

other party leaders were unhappy with his performance and so he’s been replaced. It has all been 

done rather publicly and I don’t know why that had to be the way.  

Children & Young People 

There was no meeting in August.  

Economy & Environment 

There was no public meeting in August.  However in common with other committees a workshop, 

which I attended, took place to look at budget options for 2015/16. 

I met a post graduate student from University College who interviewed me about the Guided Bus. 

He was particularly interested in the impact of the bus on the economy of Histon & Impington. 

The consultation on the household waste recycling service runs until 16 Sep 14 (http://bit.ly/1sn5ljf)  

Health  

There was no meeting in August.  

Highways & Community Infrastructure 

The committee met in August and the decision summary has been posted. It took one key decision 

viz to approve the carry forward of unused highways maintenance prudential borrowing. About 

£4million has not been spent and will be carried forward into 2015/16. 

There were several Traffic Regulation Orders including the one relating to Orchard Park. I was unable 

to attend but sent in a supporting email in which I also pointed out that it’s up to CCC as a consultee 

when planning applications come in to ensure that adequate provision is made for parking and not 

to allow developers to base their plans on the unhelpful South Cambs policy of 1.5 parking spaces 

per dwelling. I was quoted on this theme in the Cambridge News. 
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The Cambridgeshire Future Transport consultation seems to have been running for ever but it will 

come to a close 30 Sep 14 (http://bit.ly/WWEkYB)  

More local matters 

Invitations for projects to be funded under the Minor Highways Improvements scheme have gone 

out (http://bit.ly/1o6zWl0). The deadline is 12 Sep 14. 

Together with representatives of Cottenham Parish Council I visited Cottenham Skips. The recent 

resurfacing of the B1049 has given rise to complaints about chippings on the cycle path for which the 

company is not responsible. A protocol to keep the path clear going forward has been agreed. 

I met officers together with a Cottenham parish councillor to review bus options for Cottenham and 

Rampton. The Cottenham ideas will be progressed by the parish council. I will work with Rampton 

parish council relating to options for this village. 

I attended ‘flood meetings’ in Oakington and Histon and met CCC and Anglian Water 

representatives. CCC has conducted a review of the heavy rain and subsequent flooding and will be 

reviewing its report with me during September. 

I have met Histon & Impington parish councillors to agree a final layout for new Balfour Beatty lights 

around Histon Green. 

Work has finally started on the scheme to improve the High Street/Station Road junction in 

Cambridge. The junction will be narrowed and as a result traffic speeds will be reduced and it will be 

easier to cross. The pavement outside the Co-Op is also being improved. 

Diary (public meetings) 

4 Sep  1000 *Planning Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

8 Sep 1000 *Planning Committee (meeting for the Ely bypass) Shire Hall, Cambridge 

9 Sep 1000 General Purposes Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

9 Sep 1400 Adults and Wellbeing Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

11 Sep 1400 *Health Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

16 Sep 1400 Children and Young People Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

16 Sep  1000 *Economy and Environment Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

23 Sep 1000 Highways & Community Infrastructure Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

24 Sep 1400 Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee SCDC, Cambourne 

*committees of which I am a member 

And finally …  I’ve had an emotionally rather draining month. A good friend of 55 years has been 

suffering from cancer and I visited him early in the month, Mid-month he died and last Friday was 

the funeral. It makes you reflect on your own mortality, appreciate your good fortune and commit to 

getting on and making the most of your life. I was asked to give the eulogy at the funeral and that 

made me dig deeper into our friendship than I might have done otherwise and it was an illuminating 

experience. During the process I came across a quote attributed to him to explain why he’d done 

something specific: ‘because I made a promise to a child’. It’s pretty powerful to think that a promise 

to a child is of particular importance. 


