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Full Council meeting 

There was a busy council meeting in July. The only item of significance was a constitutional proposal 

to the Boundaries Commission to reduce the number of councillors from 69 to 63. I was a part of the 

committee which developed the proposal which also included a firm position against two member 

divisions. A Lib Dem amendment to increase the number of councillors to 71 on workload grounds 

was rejected. The main motion was easily carried with just the Lib Dems opposing  (shock horror: I 

voted in favour). There were also three financial items from the General Purposes Committee and 

four motions which I’m sorry were all largely of the motherhood variety. They were all carried by 

massive majorities and served democracy little. There needs to be some debate! 

In oral questions I raised the issue of expected entry numbers for Histon Primary School which needs 

to be addressed in a way which means that we do not have to bus 5 year old children to schools in 

other villages. This is an issue which I plan to push hard in the coming months. 

General Purposes 

The committee met early in July and the decision summary has been published. There were no key 

decisions.  It’s a largely financial and resource focussed committee so its deliberations tend to be of 

less immediate interest that those of the service committees. However this time it did agree to go 

ahead with the Northstowe joint venture with SCDC and the Homes & Communities Agency.  

I met officers to review the question I had raised at the last council meeting relating to the 

incomplete reporting of payments in March. It seems that there is nothing sinister but processes 

have not been as effective as they should be. There will be a follow up meeting in August. 

No new issues have been raised on www.shapeyourplace.org during the month. There were just 2 

issues for the whole of South Cambs. 

Adults & Wellbeing 

The committee met in July and the decision summary has been posted. There were no key decisions. 

Children & Young People 

The committee met in July and a summary of the decisions has been published. There were two key 

decisions but neither has an immediate direct impact on CH&I. 

I met officers to review school capacity planning. In general there are no problems although there 

won’t be much space capacity. The exception is Histon Primary which could be short several places 

in September 2015. 

Economy & Environment 

I attended the committee meeting in July. There was a key decision relating to the provision of 

secondary school capacity for Cambridge and South Cambs to support their respective local plans. 

This is work in progress. 
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There was a petition regarding a possible change to the Guided Bus extension to Chesterton Station 

which would provide an easier access for HCVs to the Nuffield Road trading estate and reduce heavy 

traffic along Shirley Road and Green End Road. It makes sense but is difficult to implement. 

The committee approved the cycling scheme for Huntingdon Road and Hills Road. I had reviewed the 

plans with members of the Cycling Campaign beforehand and it seems that, despite the Twitter 

storm, the rethink has been worthwhile. Disappointingly the committee delayed another scheme  viz 

lighting on the urban stretches of the cycle path alongside the Guided Bus which includes the stretch 

south of the A14 through Orchard Park. This will also come back to a later meeting. 

Network rail has advised that it is to take the lead on the East West rail link. It has confirmed that it 

will be worked up so that it can be a part of the 2017 Rail Investment Strategy. 

I met officers concerning the Long Term Transport Strategy to ensure that the B1049 remains on 

their radar despite the strategy itself regarding it as a part of the ‘A10 corridor’. 

I attended the confidential Guided Bus briefing. 

There will be a consultation on the Household waste recycling service. It will run between 15 Aug 

and 16 Sep 14 (http://bit.ly/1sn5ljf)  

The council has also sent around a request for information about local flooding. The initial time 

allowed was just a week but this has been extended to 30 Sep 14 which seems a little more sensible. 

I attended a meeting of the Northstowe Joint Development Committee meeting at which the 

committee approved the discharge of the condition regarding primary road junctions. Some 

excellent work has been done but sadly it is incomplete and a qualification to the approval to finish it 

off was agreed. An interesting and useful urban design workshop was run in the morning. 

I attended a meeting of the Planning Committee. It was a short agenda with only one item regarding 

a recycling plant on the Cambridgeshire side of the A505 Royston by-pass. The Ely Southern By-Pass 

item is on the agenda for September 

Health  

I attended the committee meeting in July. There were no key decisions. However it did agree a 

(supportive) response to the Government’s consultation on plain packaging for cigarettes which is a 

pretty major policy position to take. 

The council is surveying residents to determine the best way to deliver its new Lifestyle Service 

which will focus on helping people to lose weight and stop smoking and so reduce the risks of heart 

disease and diabetes (http://bit.ly/1zNPSvj)  

Highways & Community Infrastructure 

The committee met in July and the decision summary has been posted. There were no key decisions. 

A number of Traffic Regulation Orders (one of which will result in a strengthening of bus lane 

enforcement in Cambridge, http://bit.ly/WWIL5S) were processed and moved on and it was decided 

to set up a charitable trust to run the Cromwell Museum in Huntingdon. 
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Parking charges are now in place at the Cambridge P&R sites. 

The Cambridgeshire Future Transport consultation seems to have been running for ever but it will 

come to a close 30 Sep 14 (http://bit.ly/WWEkYB)  

More local matters 

Invitations for projects to be funded under the Minor Highways Improvements scheme have gone 

out (http://bit.ly/1o6zWl0). The deadline is 12 Sep 14. 

I met officers to review cycling project plans for Histon Road. It’s important to maintain a watching 

brief on this because it falls between two county councillors for city divisions who have little interest 

but it is a route much used by cyclists from CH&I. 

I will be meeting officers to review additional bus options for Rampton and Cottenham during 

August 

Diary (public meetings) 

13 Aug 1800 Northstowe Transport Working Group SCDC, Cambourne 

19 Aug 1000 Highways & Community Infrastructure Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

There are no other CCC meetings in August. 

And finally …  I was in Yorkshire in the middle of the month helping my daughter and son-in-law to 

move house to Wetherby. That seems a pleasant place to live and I was impressed by the continuing 

evidence of the Tour de France. The bunting is still out and there are score of yellow bicycles along 

the route. I know that Leeds paid big money to attract the Tour but it also seems to have invested in 

it in a big way. By contrast it was all rather low key in Cambridge. It was a good day, thank goodness 

the sun shone, but I was really surprised how easy it was to get a good vantage point to watch the 

race and then that there was no difficulty in finding a place for lunch straight afterwards. I know we 

had a commitment not to spend any money but when you think that it was a once in alife time 

opportunity maybe we should have done a little more. All we had were a 100 or so lamp post 

banners which have since been sold off at £40 each. 


