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Full Council and Cabinet meetings 

There was a council meeting during the month (http://bit.ly/1jKgeX9) but no Cabinet meetings.  

It was a noteworthy council meeting because it was the last under the present regime and there was 

some evidence of the various political groups recognising that they would be needing to work 

together pretty soon and although there was some grandstanding, and disappointment with UKIP’s 

approach (reading out its entire budget amendment), there was a co-operative mood. I was able to 

use oral questions to raise the issue of noise barriers along the A14 by Lone Tree Avenue in 

Impington and am pleased to report a very supportive letter being sent to the Minister 

(http://bit.ly/1mWwjKT). Interesting that we’re asking Mr Goodwill to show goodwill! 

Economy, transport and environment services 

The Minor Highways program has delivered good news for the division with projects in Histon & 

Impington, Oakington and Rampton all being supported. I was pleased to see Oakington being the 

top rated project and this reflected a coherent well thought through scheme. 

I attended a City/SCDC/County transport strategy meeting to confirm what is in effect the ‘wish list’ 

of schemes necessary to enable the City and South Cambs local plans to go ahead. It’s ambitious and 

depends on getting the money implicit in the City Deal. 

The Northstowe Parish Forum met to participate in a workshop relating to the economic 

development of phase 2. 

I met CCC officers to try to understand why the street lighting project is delivering such difficult to 

understand outcomes. The problem is that the government changed the rules after the PFI bid had 

been approved and so there was insufficient money to do the job properly. I am trying to find out 

who made the decision to do it the way that it was done. At the same meeting I also found out that 

columns adopted after the signing of the contract would be the future responsibility of Balfour 

Beatty for maintenance but would not be upgraded. Curiouser and curiouser … 

I met CCC officers and Anglian Water to address a specific issue in Histon and to understand better 

how parish councils and individuals can best respond to flooding issues. See more about that below. 

There’s a consultation about cycle safety improvement in Cambridge (http://bit.ly/1kI9Kbj). This 

includes the Huntingdon Road which is sometimes used by cyclists from this division. 

Children, Adults and Families 

CCC is consulting on the emotional wellbeing and mental health strategy for children and young 

people across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 2014-16 (http://bit.ly/1knXQ9n).  

Customer Service and Transformation 

Remarkably there were 2 issues on http://shapeyourplace.org/.  The first, about cats’ eyes (removal 

of) on the B1049 was posted on 10 Feb 14 and got a response 20 Feb 14. An identical query through 

a village web-site was answered on the same day. The second, about flooding on Denmark Road in 

Cottenham, was posted on 27 Feb 14 and got a response on 26 Feb 14. This issue was already being 
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addressed as a result of parish council intervention. I’m sorry but I am negative about this ‘service’. 

It’s not needed and at a time that cuts are being made I don’t see why we should spend money on it. 

More local matters 

I met the appropriate cabinet member and officers to understand the situation with respect to the 

Histon Station building. The owner has now said that he does not want to sell and is therefore being 

given a last offer of compensation. 

I joined CCC Officers and H&I parish councillors to agree a pragmatic solution to the graffiti-laden 

blocks close to the busway at Gatehouse Lane in Histon. They should be taken away shortly and 

‘mature’ hedging planted. 

I met the principal of the Histon Junior School to understand the traffic issues which are experienced 

at school run times. Coincidentally I joined a parish council meeting with CCC officers to look at the 

options for the Station Road/High Street scheme which will provide a zebra crossing and a safer 

footpath outside the co-Op. 

I joined Cottenham parish councillors and CCC officers to review plans for sorting out the flooding 

problems at the High Street by Lamb’s Lane. 

I joined parish councillors and CCC officers in a meeting with SE Cambs MP James Paice to continue 

to lobby for a better deal re noise barriers along the A14. He was very supportive. I also attended an 

A14 briefing at CCC and took the opportunity to make the same points again. 

Diary (public meetings) 

4 Mar 1000 Cabinet Shire Hall, Cambridge 

18 Mar 1030 Development Control (planning) Shire Hall, Cambridge 

19 Mar 1800 Northstowe Parish Forum SCDC offices, Cambourne 

19 Mar 1000 Cambridge Fringes Joint Development Control City Hall, Cambridge 

25 Mar 1030 County Council Shire hall, Cambridge 

26 Mar 1000 Northstowe Joint Development Control SCDC offices, Cambourne 

And finally …  it’s been a remarkable winter, so far. We’ve had no cold weather to speak of and 

we’ve been spared the worst of the heavy rains etc which has accused so much flooding misery 

elsewhere.  We did see some flooding, the Green at Histon was flooded, and several residents did 

experience ‘sewage surcharge’. However it seems that most people reckoned that any problems 

would quickly pass or be sorted and did not report them. Whilst this is being done with good intent 

it’s not the right way to get to the root of problems so people should be encouraged to report 

flooding etc problems. The important numbers are: 

Sewage flooding etc Anglian Water  08457 145 145 

Highways flooding County Council  0345 045 5212 

Main river flooding Environment Agency 0845 988 1188 

I also understand that, although all villages within the flooded areas suffered, there were some with 

emergency plans in place which they activated and thereby mitigated the worst of the floods. Maybe 

something for our parish councils to consider. 


