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Full Council 

The annual budget setting meeting took place on 27 February 2014.  Another £300,000 of 

cuts for 14/15 confirmed and departments targeted with finding additional savings of 

£790,000 for 15/16.  Overall 1.99% rise in Council Tax.  Localised Council Tax support scheme 

rolled up and confirmed as not being passed on to local parish councils – this was made clear 

to be a done deal.  Corporate Plan – vision, objectives and actions for 2014-19 went through 

– basically the Conservative administration manifesto – 12 objectives – some good stuff, 

some motherhood and apple pie.  Clear accountabilities at both Cabinet member and officer 

level, but no key performance indicators yet – these are to be added later! 

 

Local Plan 

Set of policies and land allocations that cover the 20 year period 2011 to 2031.  Despite 

public consultation ending last October we have received a flurry of correspondence in the 

last few days from Sawston and Babraham local councils and many from individual 

Waterbeach residents.  Full meeting of Council on 13 March will have to decide whether the 

plan is ready to be submitted for independent examination.  If so, hearings would be 

expected in autumn 2014 and adoption in spring 2015.  Main controversy is around Bourn 

airfield development and Waterbeach new town.  Waterbeach new town of 8-9,000 homes, 

but with only 1,400 of these in this plan period.  Most to be built below the 5m contour on 

low lying land.  Local residents content with 1,400 homes (and in fact want them earlier than 

planned), but real concerns of overdevelopment, flood risk, A10 congestion and moving the 

existing rail station. 

 

Orchard Park 

Neil has written to the Chairman of Scrutiny and Overview, Cllr Hickford to press him to dust 

off the report into the development of Orchard Park (and its recommendations) in the light 

of forthcoming developments across the district. 

 

Northstowe 

Wanted £60m community contribution (schools, roads, drainage, local centres, sports 

facilities, parks, open spaces) and got £30m.  Wanted 40% affordable housing and got 20%. 

 

Police 

Inspector James Sutherland gave a strong and robust performance at the first of the new 

Local Panel meetings – now three per year and covering a wider area.  Impington had the 

highest number of ASB / environmental reports (19 in total).  Safer routes to schools also 

remains an issue – fire engine visit planned. 

 

Mobile Warden Scheme 

South Cambs has awarded a grant of £1,650 to Histon and Impington Mobile Warden 

Scheme for 2014/15. 

 

Casework 

Your local councillors are here to help you. Please do feel free to contact us with comments, 

questions or problems.  

 

 

Jonathan Chatfield 
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