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Full Council and Cabinet meetings 

There was no council meeting during the month but there were two Cabinet meetings.  

The first Cabinet meeting recommended the budget for 2014/15 (it gets approved by Full Council in 

February). This has been widely reported and will result in a council tax increase of 1.99%, the 

maximum possible without requiring a referendum (http://bit.ly/1dleVYL ). 

At the second meeting phase 1 of the Cambridge City 20mph scheme (which includes King’s 

Meadows) was approved. One other item, ‘Provision of Housing Primarily for Rent on the County 

Council's Portfolio’, fortunately does not apply to this Division as a third site which would have been 

proposed, viz Buxhall Farm in Histon, was rejected in the South Cambs Local Plan exercise. 

Economy, transport and environment services 

The big news perhaps is the ‘go ahead’ for Northstowe phase 1 although it’s not quite what was 

reported in the press. The Joint Development Control Committee did nothing because it had 

delegated the responsibility to officers in May 13 to do a deal. At the Jan JDCC meeting we simply 

‘noted’ that that had happened. What has not been reported is that there is a gap of some £3million 

for infrastructure which SCDC/CCC say we need and what Gallagher’s are willing to pay.  

A first design workshop for Northstowe phase 2, which will include the town centre, took place. 

I met Bob Menzies, new interim head of Strategy and Development, to review plans for the new 

Science Park Station. There are several positives including an improvement in the way that traffic 

coming off the A14 along Milton Road gets access to the new station. 

The Minor Highways Projects panel (I am a member) for the South Cambs district met over 2 days 

and ranked about 60 projects from across the district. The results will be announced this month. This 

year there is a little more money for South Cambs. 

Corporate Services 

CCC is consulting widely with people both in Cambridgeshire and further afield looking at those 

already involved in the promotion of Open Data, or who have an interest in the Council promoting 

more new datasets (http://bit.ly/1lwi2qZ ). 

Customer Service and Transformation 

There have been no new issues on http://shapeyourplace.org/.  There have only been 20 issues 

raised for the whole of the South Cambs territory since it was launched and only two for this patch. 

This really is a crazy waste of money. 

Police 

I had a very useful meeting with the new Police Inspector for our patch. We are fortunate in having a 

good team and I was impressed that in Inspector James Sutherland we have another capable and 

energetic individual. He has been responsible for the PCSO review which is continuing and I am 

comfortable that this is a comprehensive and objective review and not a political approach to easy 

cost cutting. His two immediate priorities are: 
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• Crime prevention: making this patch less attractive to villains; and 

• Engagement: using all means including social media to get closer to communities 

We are also to get a new police sergeant: Sandra Davidson. 

The Neighbourhood Panel program is being revamped to be less of a drain on police time. Meetings 

will in future be held every 4 months and ours will be combined with the one for Swavesey. 

Children, Adults and Families 

CCC is consulting anyone who is interested in the future of social and health care in Cambridgeshire 

on the Better Care Fund, a new pooled budget which aims to improve health outcomes in 

Cambridgeshire (http://bit.ly/1gFNPng ). 

It is also consulting with employees, trade unions, key stakeholders and professional association 

representatives on proposed changes to services within the Learning Directorate for 2014/15 with a 

proposed implementation date of 1 Aug 14 (http://bit.ly/1bjidfg ). 

More local matters 

I met representatives of Stagecoach, CCC and Cottenham and Rampton Parish Councils to review 

plans for the 106 and 110 subsidised bus services. It now seems clear that the former will go but that 

the latter will stay; will run on two days instead of one and be routed through Rampton. Stagecoach 

also indicated its support for extending the Citi 8 service to Broad Lane in Cottenham. The 

consultation on Cambridgeshire Future Transport continues (http://bit.ly/1aiguf5). 

I met representatives of the parish councils, IVC, the Police and CCC to review progress regarding 

graffiti control in the villages.  

Histon & Impington Parish Council has been successful in getting some money from the Better Bus 

Fund to improve the stop at the Coppice, Cambridge-bound. 

IVC has received £100,000 lottery money to support renovation of the Gropius Hall. Bravo! 

Diary (public meetings) 

10 Feb 1000 Cabinet Shire Hall, Cambridge 

12 Feb 1930 Police Panel Cottenham Village College 

13 Feb 1030 Development Control (planning) Shire Hall, Cambridge 

18 Feb 1000 Full Council Shire Hall, Cambridge 

19 Feb 1000 Northstowe Joint Development Control SCDC offices, Cambourne 

19 Feb 1800 Northstowe Parish Forum SCDC offices, Cambourne 

26 Feb 1000 Cambridge Fringes Joint Development Control City Hall, Cambridge 

And finally …  I’ve recently been on our tour of the division with a resident who’s concerned about 

the removal of the hedges which border farmland. This is compounded by the poor state of repair of 

other hedges. This is of concern because most of our farmland is crop-based; it is subject to 

mechanical processes and gets fairly regular treatment with fertilisers and pest-killers. I’m not 

necessarily against either of these but it does mean that the hedgerows are left as the only 

sanctuary for wild life. Some farmers get money from the Rural Payments Agency to protect hedges 

and it’s maybe something parish councils can be looking at.  


