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Full Council and Cabinet meetings 

There was a council meeting during the month (http://bit.ly/KrBmEJ) and a cabinet meeting shortly 

after. 

The Council meeting was dominated by a debate regarding the Council’s new constitution which will 

pave the way to the implementation of the ‘Committee System’ later in the year. I’m sorry, and this 

may sound political, but it was really disappointing to hear the Tories argue against the new 

constitution. They really have not engaged in the process to develop it and now they are moaning 

that it won’t work. If it doesn’t work because they obstruct then perhaps the electorate will tell 

them what it thinks about that. 

I had intended to ask a question about the street lighting project with a specific focus on the 

Council’s management of the contract with Balfour Beatty. Fortunately a similar question was put by 

another councillor and I’ve asked for a copy of the answer. This enabled me to ask about the Histon 

station building and the long drawn out saga for the Council to take ownership and then to release it 

for development. 

There was little of immediate direct interest for CH&I at the Cabinet meeting. 

Economy, transport and environment services 

The Local Transport Board met to confirm its shopping list for Government money after 2014/5. First 

response from the Government is that it would like a tightly focussed list and that it would like to 

see more rail including Cambridge to Bedford. 

I met Officers responsible for the street lighting project and registered my concern about the way 

that Balfour Beatty is being allowed to perform. I have since met the delivery team. I have asked that 

detailed meetings with parish councils take place before activities on the ground take place. 

Graham Hughes, a long serving CCC employee and until recently responsible for Strategy and 

Development has been appointed to succeed Alex plant as Director of Environment, Transport and 

Economy.  

I met Officers to look at proposals to significantly cut the gritting budget. This is not so daft as it 

seems because this budget has never been managed in the past and with a quasi zero-based 

approach and a little more science big savings are possible. However this winter is not proving to be 

too useful as one in which to experiment. 

The new station at Science Park/Chesterton has been approved and will get an extra £6million to 

fund local transport links (http://bit.ly/KrDWe3). We need to look at how we can facilitate bus 

connections from Oakington, Rampton and Cottenham to the station using the Busway. 

The Council has announced a fund for local cycling projects. Sums available are not large but can be 

used to seed potentially larger projects. Parish Councils should apply (http://bit.ly/1hphPD8).  

The City Deal was announced. This unlocks over £1billion in funding for local infrastructure and will 

be a ‘game changer’ for Cambridge and South Cambs local transport (http://bit.ly/1f5V9Ys and 
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http://bit.ly/1cBJWag). Parish Councils need to be prepared to engage and make sure that projects 

relevant to them are considered. 

Corporate Services 

I met Officers to review the Council’s communications budget.  This continues to be substantial and 

despite repeated internal reviews little has been done to trim it and to focus better on what the 

Council really needs to communicate.  

Customer Service and Transformation 

There have been no new issues on http://shapeyourplace.org/.  There have only been 20 issues 

raised for the whole of the South Cambs territory since it was launched and only two for this patch. 

Children, Adults and Families 

The consultation on plans to change the way services are delivered from Children's Centres across 

Cambridgeshire runs until 13 Jan 14. We are fortunate in having a Children’s Centre in Histon and 

should make sure that we give it our full support. You can input to the consultation at 

http://bit.ly/1eDJ2NR 

Parents of new primary school aged children may register them for school admissions in Sep 14. 

There’s information and on-line application at http://bit.ly/IyY2S9. Deadline is 15 Jan 14. 

More local matters 

I met officers responsible for the County’s Children’s Centres and visited the Early Year’s Centre in 

Histon. There is a proposal in CCC’s budget to cut spending on these and we are developing options 

to enable them to continue to provide a full service. 

I joined officers and Cottenham Parish Councillors on-site to look at options for improving safety for 

pedestrians as they cross the B1049 at Wilkin Walk. 

Improvements (£150K worth!) to the High Street in Cottenham were carried out during the month. 

Diary  

14 Jan 1000 Cabinet Shire Hall, Cambridge 

28 Jan 1000 Cabinet Shire Hall, Cambridge 

16 Jan 1030 Development Control (planning) Shire Hall, Cambridge 

29 Jan 1000 Northstowe Joint Development Control SCDC offices, Cambourne 

22 Jan 1000 Cambridge Fringes Joint Development Control City Hall, Cambridge 

And finally …  there’s no such thing as a free lunch but I did kick off my Christmas celebrations by 

attending a Histon FC lunch at the ground, 21 Dec 13 (http://bit.ly/1g9HADN). After lunch I attended 

the afternoon’s game against Bradford Park Avenue and rose with everyone else in the stand to 

celebrate what was to be the winning goal. This was to prove to be the first of a successful four 

game spell over Xmas for the Stutes with two draws being book ended by two excellent wins. The 

club isn’t quite ‘safely in mid table’ but it’s fairly close. The team is young and has to compete with 

better financed and more experienced sides but it has proved that it can deliver. It deserves our 

support. 


