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Full Council and Cabinet meetings 

There was a council meeting mid-month and cabinet meetings earlier and later in the month.  

At its first meeting Cabinet responded to the Park & Ride call in but decided to proceed despite 

criticisms of its process (bit.ly/1al6ef8).  However it agreed to hold a final decision pending a possible 

alternative plan from Stagecoach. Cabinet also decided not to use scrutiny to commission the 

proposed Guided Bus enquiry (bit.ly/1al6ef8). It was a short meeting with little else of interest. I 

spoke later on the Council’s response to South Cambs Community Infrastructure Levy consultation. 

It was a long and unexciting council meeting (bit.ly/1aUFEfr). I took the opportunity to challenge the 

Police and Crime Commissioner’s deputy on plans for PCSOs. I have subsequently secured a meeting 

with him at which I will probe further. 

I attended the cabinet meeting (bit.ly/1iENz33) and spoke on several items including: 

• The proposed ‘independent’ Guided Bus review. I pointed out that if the Cabinet really 

wanted an independent review it should not commission it itself; 

• The City 20mph project. I reminded Cabinet that the King’s Meadow estate which is included 

within the scope of stage 1 is not in the City but is a part of this Division. I also asked that it 

begin to think about a more county wide approach; and 

• The A14. I asked Cabinet to do its bit for the people of Cambridgeshire and to lobby hard for 

noise etc mitigation where that is needed (as it is next to Lone Tree Avenue, Impington). 

Economy, transport and environment services 

There was yet another informal Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee meeting. As 

agreement on the Section 106 deal takes ever longer there are worries that (a) it will be worse than 

any previously seen; and (b) that subsequent activity is going to be rushed. A meeting earlier in the 

month to ‘test’ the design code (bit.ly/1e7a2Z4) was useful and constructively engaged the 

developers with local planners and three independent architects. 

I participated in a meeting to set the rules for the Local Highways projects for 2014/15. A better 

framework has been developed which should result in more funds being available for projects in 

South Cambs. Parish Councils and other local groups have been asked to submit bids this year for 

review by panels early in 2014 (bit.ly/18PS0T2)  

Street lighting project activity has been significant and although Balfour Beatty is doing its best to 

respond to residents’ concerns it is (a) short of resources; and (b) limited in its flexibility because of 

the targets in the contract. However some accommodations have been made and the overall 

percentage of columns subject to ‘appeal’ is low. 

The City Deal is understood to be progressing positively and there is hope of a favourable 

announcement early December. By contrast the Chesterton Station project is progressing slowly. 

The future of our two subsidised bus services is again in the frame with decisions intended early 

2014 enabling new timetables to be in place for May. The 110 Freedom Bus looks OK but the 106 

daily service from Rampton to Ely looks vulnerable. Other options are being considered. 
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It is understood that the Stagecoach P&R proposal (see above) is unattractive and that Cabinet will 

therefor confirm its decision to implement parking charges at the P&R sites in 2014. 

The County Council has submitted its planning application for the Ely southern bypass. 

(bit.ly/1dF1p57). Copies of the plans may be inspected at Shire Hall. 

Health 

Following increasing frustration with the performance of its joint working arrangement with 

Cambridgeshire Community Services (CCS) CCC has withdrawn from it and staff who had been 

employed by CCS have now transferred back to CCC. 

Customer Service and Transformation 

There have been no new issues on http://shapeyourplace.org/  

Children, Adults and Families 

Ofsted has issued a disappointing report on Cottenham Village College. 

More local matters 

King’s Meadow has lost its bus service (bit.ly/17FJOZN ). It was a useful service: an hourly loop from 

the City Centre. Unfortunately much of the service is also duplicated by Stagecoach whose ticket 

pricing doesn’t leave much room for other operators to compete.  

I joined Histon & Impington parish councillors, County officers and Balfour Beatty in a meeting on 

the Green to review different options for lighting the Green without ruining its village green ethos. 

I joined H&I parish councillors at the meeting to look at projects to be funded by Northern Corridor 

section 106 funding. I also provided input on behalf of Orchard Park. 

I joined an H&I parish councillor in a meeting with Probation Service management to determine how 

best to utilise Community Payback opportunities in 2014/15 and beyond. The service is being 

privatised and there may in future be a charge. 

I met Anglian Water with a County officer to understand how we can best avoid recurring foul water 

drainage issues in Cottenham Road, Histon. 

There is still no news about the sale of the Histon station building. CCC believes that it has agreed a 

deal with the owner but final contracts have not yet been signed. 

CCC is repairing the bridge on Twentypence Road north of Cottenham (bit.ly/1al5qHf)  

Diary  

26 Nov 1000 Cabinet Shire Hall, Cambridge 

7 Nov 1030 Development Control (planning) Shire Hall, Cambridge 

27 Nov 1000 Northstowe Development Control SCDC, Cambourne 

And finally …  today was to be a day of triumph but it was not to be. Although the records will show 

that I completed the Bonfire Burn I only did so by walking the last kilometre with a pulled calf 

muscle. My phone says I did the previous 9k in 50 minutes which is cause for some satisfaction. 


