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Full Council and Cabinet meetings 

There was no council meeting during the month but cabinet met just before I returned from 

vacation. 

There were two interesting items on the cabinet agenda: 

• Cabinet agreed to make bus lanes subject to civil enforcement. I must confess to mixed 

feelings about bus lanes. They are undoubtedly a good way of speeding bus journeys but 

they are also a waste or real estate when buses are not running. http://bit.ly/1eMbRbK 

• Cabinet reviewed and rejected Stagecoach’s offer to run the Park & Ride sites. I understand 

why and support this decision. This now means that CCC will go ahead and implement 

charges at the sites. http://bit.ly/1guUT24 

Cabinet also decided to discontinue the twinning relationship with Kreis Viersen on the grounds of 

cost. I think this is rather sad and unimaginative. Twinning doesn’t have to mean visits, and even 

these might be self-financed, but it does allow council’s to learn from each other. 

The Council has announced its first budget proposals. These would involve making savings of £37 

million in 2014/15 with associated cuts in services. Council tax would be increased by 2% which is 

the maximum possible without triggering a referendum. Interestingly survey results indicate that 

residents would support a much higher increase in order to protect services. http://bit.ly/1dJoxD0 

Economy, transport and environment services 

There was yet another informal Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee meeting (was 

this the fifth or sixth time in a row?). However we did get a first look at the Homes and Communities 

Agency’s plans for phase 2. We also got to provide input to a visual identity exercise being run by the 

HCA. I have asked that the next meeting be a formal meeting held in public whether or not there is 

an application for determination. 

I have been surprised how little progress seems to have been made to move the street lighting 

project forwards and to resolve outstanding issues. Little seems to have happened whilst I have been 

away and most if not all of the barriers which are (partly) obstructing pavements remain. I have 

asked for a meeting with the responsible county officer ASAP. 

I participated in an interview panel relating to the appointment of a new Director of Environment, 

Transport and Economy to replace Alex Plant. 

Health 

I attended a second scrutiny committee looking at proposals to ‘centralise’ liver screening and 

surgery in Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire. The proposal would result in there being only one 

centre viz Addenbrookes. The committee agreed that screening should be centralised but said that 

the case had not been made for surgery and that there were strong arguments for retaining this 

facility and Norwich and Norfolk. 
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Customer Service and Transformation 

There have been no new issues on http://shapeyourplace.org/.  There have only been 20 issues 

raised for the whole of the South Cambs territory since it was launched and only two for this patch. 

Children, Adults and Families 

A consultation has been launched on plans to change the way services are delivered from Children's 

Centres across Cambridgeshire. We are fortunate in having a Children’s Centre in Histon and should 

make sure that we give it our full support. You can input to the consultation at 

http://bit.ly/1eDJ2NR 

I attended a seminar on corporate parenting at the County Council.  

Parents of new primary school aged children may register them for school admissions in Sep 14. 

There’s information and on-line application at http://bit.ly/IyY2S9 

More local matters 

It’s good news for broadband at Orchard Park. The Connecting Cambridgeshire project people have 

advised that they will be connecting Orchard Park in the middle of 2014.  

I met the deputy to the Police Commissioner and shared with him the results of the survey about 

PCSO opinions conducted by the parish council in Histon & Impington. http://bit.ly/18SkPTy 

I met the people managing the development of the St Andrew’s Centre in Histon to discuss a 

possible Minor Highways Project which would rationalise traffic movements around School Hill. 

I met an officer and representatives of Oakington School to address ways to improve traffic and walk 

to school safety outside the school. 

Diary  

17 Dec 1000 Cabinet Shire Hall, Cambridge 

12 Dec 1030 Development Control (planning) Shire Hall, Cambridge 

11 Dec 1030 Full Council Shire Hall, Cambridge 

And finally …  I’ve just returned from a full two weeks holiday in Peru. I promised myself a trip there 

if I got re-elected last May and I did so I went. It was well worth while and certainly Machu Picchu 

easily exceeded expectations. Because we were moving around quite a bit we got to stay in eight 

hotels and I was surprised that everyone offered free Wi-Fi. Access to broadband as a utility is 

increasingly being taken for granted which make you wonder why our offering is so inept in the UK. 

Whether it’s the absence of decent broadband in many of our communities (including Orchard Park), 

the inability to provide easy and reliable access at Shire Hall (contrast South Cambs at Cambourne 

where it works perfectly) or the need to pay for it, if it’s available, in UK hotels we do make rather a 

meal of it.  

There are a few photos of my vacation at http://bit.ly/1ipSwls 


