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Full Council and Cabinet meetings 

There was no council meeting again but there was a cabinet meeting. There was a petition at the 

cabinet meeting from residents of Youngman Avenue in Histon. Although the potholes in the street 

have been repaired over the summer the road really needs fundamental structure work. 

I attended the cabinet meeting and spoke on several items including: 

• The Transport Delivery Plan: I asked that a focus be kept on the bag log (£300million) and 

noted the sort termism of repeated pot hole filling;  

• Major Schemes Funding: I asked that it be made clear that the Madingley Rise and the 

Chisholm Trail projects remain priorities for Cambridgeshire; 

• P&R parking charges: I criticised the proposal because there had been no consultation and 

insufficient risk analysis; and 

• Corporate Risk Register: I queried the decision to downgrade Risk 13, ‘Lack of community 

influence on local decision-making’ 

The P&R parking charges decision was called in and reviewed at scrutiny just two days later. The 

scrutiny committee voted to send the decision back to cabinet because of inadequate consultation 

and poor risk analysis. Subsequently it has been noted that the decision should have been classed as 

‘key’ and should have had higher visibility and more notice should have been given. bit.ly/1dcGTZj  

Economy, transport and environment services 

The Council has been successful in bidding for a £1.7m pot of funding from Government for a range 

of projects for better bus services. It is now asking for ideas from the 90 parish councils in South 

Cambridgeshire on how they would like to see £40,000 of it spent. Typically it can be spent on bike 

racks, bus shelters and electronic bus indicators. Applications need to be in by 4 Nov 13. 

I attended a Highways Agency presentation of the big plans for the A14. I have a copy of its 

presentation which includes detailed plans of the junctions.  

The Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee met again but again the meeting was not an 

official committee meeting.  A comprehensive update on the big A14 plan was given which 

complemented and confirmed the previous presentation. 

I attended the Greater Cambridge/Greater Peterborough Local Transport Board. It seems that in 

future all money for major transport schemes will now come through the Local Enterprise 

partnership and if this Board is going to be able to exercise any influence it has to be a part of the 

LEP. Given that the LEP only looks at growth and discounts safety and the environment as reasons 

for investing it’s going to be quite a challenge. 

Health 

I participated in an East of England scrutiny committee meeting looking at the possible 

concentration of ‘liver resection services’ at one hospital instead of the usual three. It was much 

more challenging than the CCC scrutiny meetings and different of course in that we were not 

scrutinising a decision of an elected body.  
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Customer Service and Transformation 

There have been no new issues on http://shapeyourplace.org/  

LGSS and Corporate Services 

The Council has initiated a consultation to help it to build its 2014/15 budget. It will run until 

30 Nov 13. Go to http://bit.ly/14PUN1j to participate. 

Police 

There has been a ‘consultation’ about PCSOs on the Cambridgeshire web-site. It was only 3 

questions and there was precious little context given but there is a concern that cutting PCSOs would 

be an easy way for the Police Commissioner to cut costs. There seems to be broad support for 

keeping PCSOs and Histon & Impington Parish Council is running its own consultation. This runs to 10 

questions and can be accessed at www.surveymonkey.com/s/Q5P3BWB. I can easily tailor it for 

other villages. 

More local matters 

I joined County officers on a walk about in King’s Meadows. The Local Highways team has been 

reorganised and is now at full strength again in CH&I and this is reflected in recent good work. King’s 

Meadows has often been over looked because of its location but it is not fully visible. Weed killer 

patrols have restarted and a critical round about repair is now scheduled for later this calendar year. 

I joined a Histon & Impington parish councillor in meetings to review plans to improve safety at the 

High Street/Station Road junction and to review options to improve flow at the B1049 junction on 

the Green.  

I joined a Cottenham cyclist (@cotnm) in a meeting with officers to look at off road cycle path 

opportunities east out of Cottenham towards Landbeach and the Cambridge Research Park. 

The 19 Sep 13 meeting to look at projects to be funded by Northern Corridor section 106 funding has 

been postponed to 23 Oct 13  

Diary  

8 Oct 1000 Cabinet Shire Hall, Cambridge 

15 Oct 1030 County Council meeting Shire Hall, Cambridge 

29 Oct 1000 Cabinet Shire Hall, Cambridge 

3 Oct 1030 CCC Planning (prev Development Control) Shire Hall, Cambridge 

30 Oct 1000 Northstowe Development Control SCDC, Cambourne 

8 Oct 1930 Neighbourhood Panel Orchard Park Primary School 

And finally …  and here’s something to look forward to … people who know me will be familiar with 

my enthusiasm for the oval ball game. Well I am Welsh and we’ve been doing reasonably well 

recently. Wasn’t it a largely Welsh Lions team which beat the Australians at the beginning of the 

summer? Anyway there is a rather special local rugby team viz the Cottenham Renegades and for 

some reason it’s contrived to arrange a French chef prepared pre-match lunch at the Cottenham 

Club, 12 Oct 13. It’s formal dress of course so I’ll be wearing a Welsh rugby shirt. 


