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Full Council and Cabinet meetings 

There was no council meeting during the month but there was an exceptional cabinet meeting. The 

latter was held behind closed doors and addressed the negotiations with BAM Nuttall regarding the 

guided bus contract. A deal has just been announced and has been widely reported and will no 

doubt be the subject of much debate over the months to come. My opinion is that a good deal has 

been done in the circumstances but that (political view) we should never have found ourselves there 

in the first place. The end result sees the Council have to find another £33million at least to cover 

costs over and above what had been initially budgeted. 

Economy, transport and environment services 

The Council has been successful in getting a £4.1million grant (http://bit.ly/14aLESE) for ‘Dutch style’ 

cycling infrastructure. Unfortunately this is already committed to specific projects outside this 

division. I have since met officers to see how we can get access to similar funding to complement 

that already committed to the Histon Road project in Cottenham. 

I attended another meeting of the Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee which was not 

an official committee meeting. We got a further update on the design code and it appears that my 

input in previous meetings has been taken on board. 

The Council has published an update to its Transport Delivery Plan which will go to Cabinet in 

September (http://bit.ly/18v6cRK). It had been promised that the prioritisation of projects for the 

second half of the year would be revisited but this did not take place. However the good news is that 

there are 2 projects for the division (‘highway drainage’ and ‘carriageway maintenance on the 

B1049’ in Cottenham will go forward). However Bridge Road, Impington has not yet made the cut.  

The Council, in partnership with the district and city councils and Peterborough, has secured more 

broadband money. This time it’s £1.2million for businesses (http://bit.ly/17sht8h).  

The Council is consulting on its transport strategy for South Cambs and the City. The consultation 

closes 30 Sep 13. Go to http://bit.ly/19Y8E6p to participate. 

Customer Service and Transformation 

There have been no new issues on http://shapeyourplace.org/  

LGSS and Corporate Services 

The Council has initiated a consultation to help it to build its 2014/15 budget. It will run until 

30 Nov 13. Go to http://bit.ly/14PUN1j to participate. 

A deal is close regarding the Histon station building. This has been dragging on for some time as the 

Council pursues a negotiated settlement instead of an imposed deal. I am told that it is now just a 

matter of weeks.  

Children, families and adults  

The consultation on the redesign of sexual health services (http://bit.ly/1cqlFsN) closed 9 Aug 13.  
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More local matters 

I joined County officers and Cottenham parish councillors on site to review proposals for reducing 

traffic speeds and enabling northbound cyclists to cross the road more safely as they leave the cycle 

path when entering the village (see also the comment on funding above). 

Officers of the Highways Agency visited H&I parish council transport committee to explain the plans 

for the short term improvements between the B1049 crossing and the Girton junction. It was to its 

credit that the Agency attended the meeting but it’s clear that its focus is still on benefits to users of 

the A14 and not on those who live close by. 

I met officers from the North Cambridge locality team which provides youth services support to the 

division. I was particularly interested in provision for King’s Meadows (youth club Wednesdays) and 

Orchard Park (youth club Thursdays, football project Mondays). 

I met Balfour Beatty and County officers to review plans for street light replacements and especially 

intentions regarding ‘heritage columns’. It seems that there has been another breakdown in 

communication regarding these but this has now been sorted. 

There will be a meeting 19 Sep 13 to look at projects to be funded by Northern Corridor section 106 

funding.  

It is intended that the exhibition at the Histon Rec 5 Sep 13 will also feature plans for the Chesterton 

railway station. 

Interesting footnote about the minor highways funding: this is set at £100K for all districts even 

though there are far fewer parishes in the other districts than there are in South Cambs. 

Furthermore there’s an extra pot of money which goes to the ‘market towns’. There are no market 

towns in South Cambs! 

Diary  

5 Sep 1400 SCDC local plan and CCC transport strategy exhibition H&I Rec 

5 Sep 1030 CCC planning (development control) Shire Hall, Cambridge 

10 Sep 1000 Cabinet Shire Hall, Cambridge 

25 Sep 1000 Northstowe JDCC SCDC, Cambourne 

30 Sep   End of consultation: CCC transport strategy  

And finally … I took a couple of days off during the month and went to Bath. It’s a city with a great 

cultural heritage (Roman baths, Georgian architecture) and is one of several including Cambridge on 

the standard UK tourist circuit. Although not quite in the same league as Cambridge it also has a 

pretty good university (it’s top 10, just, out of 124; Cambridge is number 1). So to some extent it’s 

similar to Cambridge but there are notable differences. It doesn’t seem to have anything like 

Cambridge’s traffic problem and the railway station is only a 10 minute walk from the centre where, 

although the national chains are present, there are lots of smaller local shops. It’s a much calmer city 

and although tourists are in evidence, there were long queues to get into the Roman Baths, they 

don’t see to take over the city as they do in Cambridge. And there aren’t any punt touts! It’s worth a 

visit. Check out http://bit.ly/199RSQX for an (inexpert) review of my visit. 


