
Monthly	report	for	parish	and	community	councils:	July	2013	
For the Cottenham, Histon and Impington (CH&I) division of Cambridgeshire which also 

includes King’s Meadows, Oakington & Westwick, Orchard Park and Rampton. 

   

David Jenkins www.chilibdems.co.uk 07739 748859 

ccc@davidjenkins.org.uk  01223 236232 

 

Full Council and Cabinet meetings 

There was a council meeting during the month (http://bit.ly/184wSdA). It was the first meeting 

under the new regime and there were six motions. The first, to lower the hurdle for enabling 

petitions to trigger a debate at council, was approved. The second, about school funding, was 

proposed by the Lib Dems and seconded by the Tories and was approved unanimously. Then three 

UKIP motions were defeated before a last motion, urging a more ambitious and results focussed 

approach to road maintenance, proposed by me was also approved. Council also approved a further 

expansion of LGSS about which I expressed concern. 

There was a cabinet meeting earlier in the month (http://bit.ly/14cru8n) with little of direct interest 

to the division. I attended and spoke on two items: firstly relating to the transfer of the highways 

contract from Atkins to Skanska and secondly regarding the risk register with responsibility for this 

now being with LGSS (see comments about LGSS expansion above).  

There will be an exceptional single item cabinet meeting this Friday about negotiations of an 

agreement with BAM Nuttall regarding the guided bus. 

Economy, transport and environment services 

David met officers to talk about the use of money in the Northern Corridor Growth Funds pot (about 

£160K). Unfortunately this can only be used in Histon & Impington and Orchard Park although any 

projects on the B1049 would obviously benefit Cottenham and Rampton commuters. A meeting to 

propose projects should take place in September. 

Officers and members from outside Cambridgeshire have been conducting a ‘peer review’ of 

Cambridgeshire’s record and plans for road maintenance. I was interviewed as a part of the process. 

I have seen the output (6 bullet points) and am not impressed.  

I attended a meeting of the Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee. This was another 

meeting which was not an official committee meeting. However we did get an update on the design 

code and it appears that my input in previous meetings has been taken on board. 

There is more clarity about plans for the big A14 upgrade. The CCC contribution of £25million will be 

made over 25 years (£1million/year) and ‘probably’ will not result in extra borrowing. The toll 

(probably levied at a single point west of Huntingdon) will yield about £350million in present value 

terms. However nothing is definitive yet. 

I attended the Local Transport Board meeting to agree the allocation of funds to schemes across 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. The Board was presented with officer recommendations without 

any rationale and I insisted on this being discussed and including in the minutes. There was nothing 

wrong with the recommendations but I could not make the required decision without understanding 

the reasoning behind them. 

The Council has been successful, in partnership with the City and South Cambs, in winning a further 

£5million funding for faster funding for business. The award is part of the Government’s £150 million 

Urban Broadband Funding for Super Connected Cities (http://bit.ly/15xSvoS).  
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Customer Service and Transformation 

Four issues have been raised on http://shapeyourplace.org/ since it went live early in June. 

Children, families and adults  

The Council is consulting on the redesign of sexual health services (http://bit.ly/1cqlFsN).  

There is some fluidity around Adult Social Care with the ‘wind-up’ of Cambridgeshire Community 

Services and the announcements of the Clinical Commissioning Group of a possible £1billion 

contract with a private sector provider for such services.  

More local matters 

The bus guide way through Impington was subject to a 5mph speed limit for a while before it was 

closed one weekend to bring beams back into alignment.   

I attended the Neighbourhood Panel meeting which was noteworthy for absence of any big issues 

needing to be addressed. The three priorities agreed for the next months are road safety, ant-social 

behaviour in the Dole/Hereward Close in Impington and close to Tesco Milton, and broader 

perception of anti-social behaviour and messaging. 

I joined the Cottenham SpeedWatch team on ‘duty’ on Rampton road (http://bit.ly/1cCuBtI). I noted 

a positive response from local residents, relatively low levels of speeding and, at least on this 

occasion, no adverse reaction from motorists. 

I chaired a ‘graffiti summit’ attended by all parties except the police (apologies received). It was very 

constructive and agreed an action plan and a follow up meeting later in the year. 

I chaired a guided bus environmental management issues meeting to follow up the one held earlier 

this year. The positive spirit of cooperation continues. 

Work has started on the improvements to the B1049/A14 junction.  

I attended the CCC Planning Committee meeting and raised concerns regarding the Gravel Diggers 

Farm development. These were addressed but clearly communication should have been clearer.  

The Council is offering (http://bit.ly/193zJbw) free cycle racks, up to two per organisation. 

Cambs Constabulary is consulting on the role of PCSOs (http://bit.ly/16WKiaC). 

Diary  

7 Aug 1900 Rampton archaeology tour Rampton Giants Hill 

9 Aug 100 Cabinet Shire Hall 

28 Aug 1000 Northstowe JDCC SCDC, Cambourne 

5 Sep 1400 SCDC local plan/CCC transport plan exhibition H&I Rec 

And finally … my natural political cynicism was put on hold towards the end of the month when 

number one granddaughter was born in Leeds. I’ve written more about it on my personal blog but I 

would like to reemphasise that for every reported ‘bad’ transaction in the NHS there are probably 

millions of good ones and this was one. The care was first rate. And for more endorsement of how 

well the NHS does read Andrew Marr in the Observer (http://bit.ly/184FtgB).  


