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Full Council and Cabinet meetings 

There were no council meetings during June. There was one cabinet meeting and I spoke on three 

items relating to my Lib Dem spoke’s role. Both the City Deal (http://bit.ly/19H7GP0) and the 

Transport Strategy for Cambridge and South Cambs (http://bit.ly/14hfod2) are of significant interest 

to CH&I and I spoke specifically on the need for the latter to pay particular attention to the B1049 

(http://bit.ly/12xJ95a). The strategy has many good features including the attention given to cycling 

and improved bus services. 

I have been nominated to be one of the three Cambridgeshire members of the Cambridgeshire and 

Peterborough Local Transport Board which will make decisions about major highways schemes. I will 

also serve as one of two county members on the Northstowe transport working group.  

Economy, transport and environment services 

The results of the Minor Highways Schemes applications have been announced. Only Cottenham 

was successful in its bid. Having seen how the process operates I now have a good idea about how to 

submit bids in future in order to maximise chances of success. 

The Enterprise, Growth & Community Infrastructure overview and scrutiny committee has initiated a 

member led review regarding the Council’s processes for the prevention and repair of potholes.  

The County and City councils have jointly announced a scheme to improve traffic flows on Histon 

Road south of Gilbert Road. This will be good for cyclists and users of the Citi 8 bus service. The 

consultation will continue until 19 Jul 13 (http://bit.ly/10rxo3G).  

I attended a meeting of the Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee. This was not an 

official committee meeting but more of an update for new members. I challenged the design code 

for phase 1 insisting that it accommodates residents’ car ownership and considers the ‘process of 

living’ especially with respect to cycling and bus travel. 

The Highways Agency has announced that an A14 upgrade will go ahead (again). Its scope includes 

widening of the road on both sides of the Girton interchange, remodelling of the interchange itself 

and the provision of local access roads. Proposed financing is controversial and includes funding 

from local councils and a toll west of Girton.  

Customer Service and Transformation 

The Council has launched www.shapeyourplace.org for South Cambs.  

Children, families and adults 

I have reviewed the numbers being used for capacity planning of all of our schools. As noted last 

month Orchard Park and Oakington are stretched. Options are limited at the former but it is possible 

that a modest expansion will go ahead at the latter. There may be further demand for places at IVC 

from the City which is forecast to have a shortage of secondary school places. 

I have seen the plans for new building at Cottenham primary school and these will be shared with 

the public early in July. (http://bit.ly/15RWBTz) They are bold and imaginative and will replace the 

currently used temporary classrooms. The school’s PAN can then be increased from 80 to 90. 
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As a part of its spending review the Government has announced a review of the schools’ funding 

formula to make it fairer. Since Cambridgeshire gets less funding than any other local education 

authority this should be good news. 

More local matters 

I joined users of the 106 bus (3 times daily Rampton to Ely via Cottenham) in a meeting with the 

responsible officer. A solution needs to be found which gives Rampton residents a means of 

connecting with Cambridge buses and providing options to visit Ely on market days. 

I facilitated and participated in a meeting with Impington residents, H&I parish council and a county 

officer to address noise issues relating to the A14. Subsequent contacts with the Highways Agency 

have suggested that noise mitigation will be provided with the two schemes currently planned 

(http://bit.ly/13efcPa).  

Officers have started an investigation regarding flooding problems at the High Street/Lamb’s Lane 

junction. It seems to be a complex situation but at least work has now started and is budgeted. 

Officers are reviewing options to accelerate the provision of high-speed broadband to Orchard Park 

by linking it with the next stages of development. 

I visited Cottenham Court care home on National Care Home Day. I was rather surprised to be asked 

to give a speech and then found myself subject to some challenge (http://bit.ly/15RT1ch). 

We are at last seeing progress regarding last year’s Minor Highways Scheme for the Station 

Road/High Street junction in Histon. It appears that sufficient funding is available to improve the 

footpaths across the front of the Co-Op. 

Diary  

3 Jul 1400 Cottenham primary school open meeting Cottenham PS 

6/7 Jul  Histon & Impington Feast  

9 Jul 1000 Cabinet Shire Hall 

9 Jul 1930 Neighbourhood Panel Cottenham VC 

16 Jul 1030 Council Shire Hall 

20 Jul  Northstowe drop-in session O&W pavilion 

23 Jul 1030 Planning (Development Control) Shire Hall 

31 Jul 1000 Northstowe JDCC SCDC, Cambourne 

And finally … the County Council has submitted a planning application regarding what are at the 

moment temporary noise barriers alongside the guided bus by the St Audrey’s Close ‘burst through’. 

This reminded me of the battle we had to get the busway people to agree to lower barriers along the 

back of Melvyn Way than the Inspector had stipulated when residents realised how much visual 

amenity they would lose. Given the choice between a little more noise and the prospect of living 

behind a massive wall they not unreasonably chose the former. The Inspector had made his decision 

because noise had been a major reason for objecting to the busway. Now it seems less of an issue as 

we all, unfortunately, get used to the background A14 hum. By contrast I was out for dinner north of 

Thetford during the month and the silence at about 10pm was just about total. 


