
Monthly update for parish councils: April 2013 

County Council and Cabinet meetings 

There was no council meeting during the month but there was one cabinet meeting 
with one significant item on the agenda viz the 2013/14 Transport Delivery Plan. Go 
to http://bit.ly/17r1BBD for the papers. 

This plan replaces the Network Service Plan and has been developed following an 
exhaustive study of the condition of the county’s roads. An initial plan for the first 6 
months of 2013/14 has been prepared to allow criteria to be reviewed before firming 
up the plan of the second half of the year. There are no projects planned for 
Cottenham, Histon and Impington (CH&I) although there are four projects with high 
priority for consideration in the second half of the year. David spoke at the meeting 
and asked that the details behind the prioritisation be made available so that it would 
be clear why some projects were chosen and some were not. This has been done. 
Go to http://bit.ly/10lxUf1 for a commentary. 

It was confirmed at Cabinet that the money for Minor Highways Projects in 2013/14 
has been increased to £100K 

Economy, Transport and Environmental Services 

Following their meeting with officers last month we have now been given access to 
the database behind the council’s on-line fault reporting system. This is useful for us 
to track follow up of faults that are reported and reinforces our advice that this 
system be used. Go to http://bit.ly/flNwgD to report faults on-line. 

Subsequent to this and to the cabinet meeting above David has met with the officer 
responsible for the data which underpins the Transport Delivery Plan. A map 
showing the condition of the roads in CH&I has been promised. 

First letters have been issued by Balfour Beatty regarding replacement of street 
lights in Impington and King’s Meadows. The former seem to be just getting lantern 
replacements so far but several columns are slated for removal in the latter. 

David attended the Minor Highways Projects panel. A prioritised list of projects has 
been sent to the responsible cabinet member for review and approval. Projects from 
Cottenham, Histon& Impington, Rampton and Oakington & Weswick have been 
submitted. 

Cambridgeshire has benefited from £1.2million from the government for cycling 
safety schemes. £160K of this will be used for the B1049/A14 crossing project which 
liberates similar funding which can now be used elsewhere in Histon & Impington 
and/or Orchard Park. 

Two useful bits of technology: MyBusTrip is a phone app (Apple and Android) which 
gives information about Cambridgeshire bus times. And www.roadworks.org is a 
great source of information about current and planned road works. 

Children and Young People’’’’s Services 

CCC is consulting with several parties including persons of sixth form age and their 
parents about its post-16 transport policy. http://bit.ly/10OfRFz. Consultations on the 



local offer for families with a child with special education needs and disabilities, and 
on the in school support service are continuing but about to close. 

Local issues 

We met the new officer with overall responsibility for highways in South Cambs. He 
is the boss of Steve Thulbron’s replacement. Sue took him on a tour of CH&I and he 
has immediately initiated repair work for the B1049 in Impington. 

David met the highways officer for the north part of Cambridge who also takes care 
of the King’s Meadows. At the same time he met the management of Wherry 
Housing which looks after the housing on the estate. 

David met members of the Histon and Impington Village Action Group. This group 
has come together to ensure that unsuitable developments, such as Buxhall Farm, 
are appropriately challenged. 

We met the officer responsible for Connecting Cambridgeshire broadband project to 
determine what might be done to accelerate some improvement for Orchard Park.  

Officers have made an enforcement visit to Cottenham Skips. 

David attended a meeting between Orchard Park community councillors and officers 
and Gallaghers to address the recently identified issue about boundary between the 
recreation ground and the development land to its south. 

Forthcoming meetings and events 

8 May 13 Orchard Park annual community meeting; community centre; 1800 

20 May 13 Histon & Impington annual parish meeting; Histon rec; 1930 

21 May 13 County Council meeting; Shire Hall; 1030 

29 May 13 Northstowe Joint Development Control meeting; Cambourne; 1000 

28 May 13 Cabinet meeting; Shire Hall; 1000 

There may be councillors’ surgeries; check our web-site after 2 May 13. 

And finally … this may of course be our last monthly report. If so we hope that you 
have appreciated receiving them and found them valuable in giving you updates on 
what we are doing and what’s happening in Shire Hall. We’ve delivered a monthly 
report without a break for the last 4 years and David on his own back to January 
2006. And … whatever happens next Thursday we’d like to thank you all for your 
support and feedback over the last 4 years. It’s been a privilege representing you 
and we trust that we have done a decent job. However we are optimistic and 
responses on the door step have been positive so maybe we will be publishing 
another monthly report next month. 

This monthly report and previous ones are online at http://www.chilibdems.co.uk/  
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