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It’s been another very busy year. We’ve both seen changes in our working lives which have seen us 

juggling home, work and council time but we think that’s important. Being a full-time councillor 

without the other challenges gives you a very limited view of the world. We do complain but we 

prefer it this way and are proud of the fact that one or both of us is able to attend most if not all 

parish and community council meetings. 

Major changes in Highways … 

We can only hope that it will lead to an improvement but the scale of the changes is significant. 

There’s an intention to standardise on best practice and to get more focus on delivery  and 

responding to what parishes etc want and less on simply ‘officers deciding’. The process seems to 

have taken for ever and we now have a new organisation of 126 which is currently 25 short. The old 

organisation had about 149 people so we’ve lost about 50 people (along with their knowledge and 

experience). Today officers are doubling up across roles to cover the gaps. It’s not surprising that we 

are seeing delays. 

Good news for Guided Bus cyclists … 

Solar studs have been installed along the maintenance track/cycle path making this a safer route to 

use when it’s dark. That’s a small consolation for IVC students from Oakington who have lost their 

free school bus. 

On the other side of the Guided Bus coin however … it seems to have become a magnet for anti-

social behaviour especially graffiti. As fast as it’s removed more seems to appear. David and Sue 

have brought together the various agencies and graffiti as a general topic is a priority agreed at the 

Neighbourhood Panel. 

Subsidised bus routes seem safe … 

There have been several meetings with bus users and officers and finally it appears that the Council 

accepts that the 110 Freedom Bus (weekly Thursday service to Ely) should remain and it’s now 

casting round for the best way to fund it. David and Sue have insisted all along that this service fills 

an important community role and that it would be a false economy to scrap it. 

The daily 106 service from Rampton to Ely will also remain albeit with some timetable modifications 

which will have minimal impact on users from Rampton and Cottenham. Most importantly the day-

time service will remain. This gives Rampton residents an easy way to get to Cottenham and then to 

connect with the Citi8 service to Cambridge. 

Minor Highways Projects muddle through but imperfectly … 

The Area Joint Committees died and have been replaced by the Minor Highways Projects which 

resulted in funding for the Station Road/High Street junction in Histon in 2012/13. This has not yet 

started but there will be enough funding not just for the requested improvement but also for some 

kerb realignments and extra drop kerbs. 



There are almost a 100 schemes in the pot for this (2013/14) year but the decision in winners and 

losers has not yet been made. The good news is that the sum available has been increased from £50 

to 100K for South Cambs. 

The St Andrews Centre has started rebuilding … 

Work has started on the St Andrew’s Centre in Histon. This is a bold project and will result a splendid 

amenity for the village. It will ‘anchor’ the top end of the High Street. It is to be hoped that the 

success of the Cottenham Community Centre signals well for this venture. 

Adult Social Care overspends again … 

Adult Social Care, the biggest budget at the Council, overspent again. After a couple of years in 

which officers seemed to be getting spending under control the service overspent in 2011/12 and 

has once again overspent in 2012/13 

Frustrating year for B1049 cyclists … 

The B1049 cycle path between Cottenham and Histon has been well used with but two minor 

problems. The first is the conflict between cyclists and residents living on Cottenham Road in Histon 

who must drive across the cycle path to join the B1049. It’s not been a big issue and explanations 

have been given to ensure that all users are aware of their rights and responsibilities. Problem 2 was 

grit on the cycle path especially outside Cottenham Skips (David picked up a puncture early in the 

summer) and this has been exacerbated by gritting on the road. There’s been a regular dialogue with 

Cottenham Skips which is doing its best but it is an issue which needs resolving. 

Work to complete the Milton to Impington cycle path has taken place but it’s still not finished. 

The B1049/A14 crossing project (traffic lights on all slip roads) was approved by Cabinet but the 

reorganisations and redundancies referred to above have meant that it has not progressed as 

expected but is now slated to be completed later this year. 

A recent announcement that £160K of central government money was to be used to finance this was 

good news and this meant that there’s another £160K available for other projects. 

There’s also good news for Orchard Park with funding being approved for Ring Fort Path. 

Some hope for A14 improvements … 

The A14 agenda seems to constantly in flux. There’s now a big project back on the agenda and at the 

same time we have two smaller, but good news, projects to add extra lanes within the existing road 

width in both directions at the Girton junction. There will be a dedicated lane westbound leading 

into the A14 north and an extra lane eastbound from Girton to Histon. But no tigers’ tails.  

With the renewed attention to the eastbound lane it is to be hoped that due attention can be given 

by the Highways Agency to noise, light and chemical pollution especially as it impacts the residents 

in the south of Impington (Lone Tree Avenue and Cambridge Road) 

But Northstowe looms … 

The Joint Development Control Committee has met several times. On two occasions when significant 

votes were taken David or Sue has argued against them. Firstly regarding outline planning 

permission (Oct 12) because there was insufficient information and secondly regarding the proposed 



section 106 agreement (Jan and Mar 13) because there was concern that the reducing sums being 

sought would be sufficient for the necessary infrastructure. 

Note that the section 106 money reduced from £60 to £40 million in January and that decision at the 

County Council was subject to a scrutiny call-in. It was then further reduced to £30 million under 

‘delegated powers. Expected money from central government is not yet in the bank. 

Road conditions seem to have worsened … 

The harsh winter (it started very wet and then ended late and very cold) has damaged our roads and 

it seems that we are still waiting for dangerous potholes to be filled. Unfortunately productivity in 

this area seems to have been hit by the above mentioned reorganisation and redundancies. 

And it doesn’t look like we will see much investment in our roads for at least another 6 months. The 

plan for the first 6 months of 2013/14 is focussed away from South Cambs although we are assured 

that no project has been rejected. 

Better broadband for some but hope for all … 

The Council signed a contract with BT under its Connecting Cambridgeshire umbrella to bring high 

speed broadband to those parts of the county where it would not be expected to happen. This 

means places where there is a monopoly supplier with little intention to invest. This probably means 

that there is finally hope for Orchard Park which is badly served through its 7km copper cable from 

the Science Park exchange. 

Histon Infants School oversubscribed … 

Several families who live well within the catchment for Histon Infants School were denied first 

choice place and directed to schools elsewhere. There is national statute which limits Primary School 

classes to 30 but this can be stretched given local will to do so. Unfortunately there seemed to be no 

such will and only one child was admitted on appeal. 

Histon Infants and Junior Schools converted to academies in a partnership with Longstanton primary 

school. 

More positively though … the Council made a grant to Oakington pre-school to allow it to expand. 

With its new building capacity has now doubled and it’s big enough to meet the needs of the village. 

More class rooms were also approved for Cottenham primary school. 

New housing proposed: good news and bad … 

What we have known as the NIAB site is now Darwin Green and NIAB 2 is firmly in Histon & 

Impington although it’s on the other side of the A14. This is going ahead and first plans look good 

although the nice green areas could quite easily be lost as more homes are put on the site (NIAB 3). 

In Cottenham the parish council has shown leadership with its plans for possible development 

options. 

And to the north of Histon the County Council is suggesting a 450 home development (Buxhall Farm) 

which would further load the B1049 and disregards capacity problems in the village’s medical 

facilities, schools and water management. 



Street lighting PFI rumbles on … 

The street lighting PFI project is not winning many friends with its poor record of local engagement, 

damage to trees and insensitive siting of new standards. It has now established a process which 

gives little time for challenge (45 day max from announcement to execution) and will result in the 

removal of perfectly good standards to meet cost targets. And when one standard is removed in a 

street the remaining will not be ‘evened’ out but left where they are resulting in dark patches in 

otherwise well-illuminated streets. 

Histon Police station under threat … 

Before the new Police and Crime Commissioner came on board the Police Authority floated the idea 

for closing Histon Police Station to save money. This was shelved but it is still a longer term 

consideration. 

Hain Celestial takes over Chivers’ Histon site … 

Hain is a US organisation with, apparently, a strong ethic of corporate social responsibility. So far the 

news has been good. It’s maintained its record of good local engagement, it has begun to cut down 

the Leylandii along Home Close and it has been very supportive of HICOP. Plus the site is its only 

‘sweet spreads’ site in the UK so it seems secure. 

This may of course be our last annual report. If so thank you for your understanding and support. If 

not it’s still thank you but we anticipate that next year’s report will be no less full and no less of a 

challenge to pull together in a manner which is hopefully readable and informative. 

David Jenkins on behalf of Sue Gymer and David Jenkins 

County Councillors for Cottenham, Histon and Impington; including also King’s Meadows, Oakington 

and Westwick, Orchard Park and Rampton. 
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