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Full Council meeting 

The Council did not met in January.  

Committee meetings 

The General Purposes Committee met twice during January. There was a key decision relating to the 

procurement of security services for Council premises. There were two key decisions at the second 

meeting. The first related to an asbestos removal contract and how to procure it. The second related 

to land at Estover Road in March. The recommendation had been for the Council to exploit its value 

for housing. However there was active lobbying and at the meeting r it was proposed instead to 

make it available to an ‘organisation duly established and constituted for the purpose of managing 

the land as a community sports facility’ at a peppercorn rent for a 99 year lease.  This sets an 

interesting precedent for current ByPass Farm discussions. This meeting also made the 

recommendation that council tax be raised by 2%. This will go to the February Full Council meeting. 

The Adults & Wellbeing Committee met. There were no key decisions. However there was one item 

‘in committee’ relating to Care Home provision and this will return to the Committee in May. 

The Children & Young People Committee met. There were two key decisions. The first related to the 

School Funding Formula for 2015/16. This sets out the rules for distribution of the grant from 

Whitehall for schools. Cambridgeshire has done badly and until recently has been very close to the 

bottom of the table in terms of funding/pupil. This year there is extra money and although 

Cambridgeshire is still close to the bottom it’s not as badly off as it has been. In a second key 

decision the Committee is agreed the draft Cambridgeshire County Council and Clinical 

Commissioning Group (CCG) Personal Budget Policy for Children and Young People aged 0-25 with 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities. 

The Economy & Environment Committee met. It took no key decisions. However it did approve a 

proposal for cycling improvements along King’s Hedges Road which have some impact on Orchard 

Park. It also approved applying for funding to implement the recommendation of the ‘Histon and 

Impington Surface Water Management Plan’ reports. It noted the A14 Development Consent Order 

(the need to me mindful of the need for noise barriers was noted at my request).  

I attended a meeting of the Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee. This meeting 

reviewed the responses to the phase 2 consultation. It now has a target of March to approve this 

application which is a significant advance on the previous schedule and seems unnecessary since 

work cannot start anyway until A14 developments are advanced.  The developer’s (the Homes and 

Communities Agency) plans have attracted some criticism and I am particularly concerned that an 

affordable housing level of just 20% is being suggested which is not compatible with the needs for 

such housing as evidenced by South Cambs analysis.  

There was also a less formal briefing meeting earlier in the month. 

Meetings of the bodies related to the City Deal took place during January and the priority projects 

for the first phase were approved. The list includes improvements to Histon Road which will be 

positive for residents of Cottenham, Histon and Impington. 
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The Health Committee met with one key decision re an interim arrangement for the School Nursing 

Services until it can be included in a wider strategic procurement of children’s health services. 

The Highways & Community Infrastructure Committee met. It had one key decision viz the Transport 

Delivery Plan. This included: 

• Histon & Impington PC’s  Local Highways Improvements project; 

• the two big projects for the B1049 (at the Green and on the A14 approach); 

• the completion of the Impington to Milton footway; 

• resurfacing of Youngman’s Avenue in Histon and Coolidge Gardens in Cottenham; and 

• surface treatment of Holmefield Close/Roselea in Impington 

The Committee also approved the Library Service transformation strategy.  

Consultations relevant to this division 

The Council continues to consult current Adult Social Care service users, their carers, Care Managers, 

Day Centre and other service staff including third sector volunteers and charities about how 

transport support is currently used and what reception a transport policy would receive across the 

County (bit.ly/1IbElrX). It runs until 12 Mar 15. 

It is also consulting with a number of identified stakeholders including service users, carers, the 

Cambridgeshire Alliance, the voluntary sector as well as various health partners to seek their views 

on the Draft Care Act Policy Framework (bit.ly/1ypdzYA). It runs until 20 Feb 15. 

Other County Council matters 

www.shapeyourplace.org appears to have died.  

I took the opportunity during the month to meet the Director of Public Health and to talk about 

ways in which papers could be improved. 

Note that despite my comments about thin agendas all but one of the Council’s Committees are 

using their February reserved dates for meetings 

More local matters 

I joined County officers and representatives of the Histon & Impinton Village Society to review 

options for the villages’ archives. 

I met County officers to review the status of cycle related projects within the division. 

I met the Chair of the General Purposes Committee to review Histon & Impington Parish Council’s 

ByPass Farm project. 

It’s potholes season and I am sure that more are being reported. I see 2 or 3 being reported each 

week on www.fixmystreet.co.uk. Unfortunately Cambridgeshire appears to do less well than other 

counties (bit.ly/1BOsdw6). However the best that local people can do is to act like squeaky wheels 

and to keep reporting the problems.  

Denis Payne and I met officers to ensure that the Library Service transformation strategy was not 

incompatible with the continuing operation of Histon Library in its present location. 
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Diary (next public meetings) 

17 Feb 1030 Full Council Shire Hall, Cambridge 

18 Feb 1030 Cambridge Fringes Development Control Committee City Hall, Cambridge 

24 Feb 1930 Friends of Histon Library Histon Library 

25 Feb 1400 *Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee SCDC, Cambourne 

25 Feb 1900 Police Panel Cottenham Village College 

26 Feb 1000 *Planning Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

3 Mar 1000 General Purposes Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

10 Feb 1400 Children and Young People Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

3 Feb 1000 *Economy and Environment Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

12 Mar 1400 *Health Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

3 Feb 1400 Adults and Wellbeing Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

10 Feb 1000 Highways & Community Infrastructure Committee Shire Hall, Cambridge 

*committees of which I am a member 

And finally …  everyone I’ve met since the turn of the year seems to be ill, have been ill or has a close 

member of the family in a similar situation. I’m sure it’s no different to any other year and thankfully 

none of my contacts have been seriously ill but it does get you thinking. There’s been no flu 

epidemic as such so the flu jobs that some of us have had don’t seem to have been material but 

most people refer to ‘a virus’. And of course when you got to the doctor he/she generally reaches 

the same prognosis and says something like ‘be patient, it’ll pass’. Well I am being patient. I felt 

rough a week ago and haven’t really gotten ill but I’m a week in now and I still feel a bit rough. Not 

bad enough to not work (or to write this report) but not 100% either. More patience needed! 


