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Full Council 
A meeting of Full Council took place on 22 November 2012.  It was preceded 
by a presentation of a petition with 3,000 signatures against the re-opening of 
the Mettle Hill travellers’ site in Meldreth.  All debate and questions on the 
subject were removed from the agenda.  There was a brief reference to the 
cuts in grant funding previously agreed by the Leader (including the 
withdrawal of support for Arts Development Managers at the Village Colleges) 
and a debate about replacing the office furniture in the Council Chamber. 
 

Cabinet 
The Cabinet met on 08 November and several hundred Meldreth residents 
attended to make their views known on Mettle Hill.  The decision on whether 
to proceed with the proposal to re-open Mettle Hill has been postponed to an 
extraordinary meeting of Full Council on 10 January 2013. 
 

Scrutiny 
Scrutiny and Overview met on 05 November and reviewed the Medium Term 
Financial Strategy.  Some questions were also raised on Mettle Hill.  It has 
recently emerged that the full time officer dedicated to Scrutiny will not be 
replaced.  Existing officers within Democratic Services will be expected to 
cover the scrutiny role in addition to their other duties.  This has raised some 
concern that the scrutiny role will receive less attention going forward. 
 

Housing Maintenance Plan 
A meeting was held on 30 November with members of the Tenant 
Participation Group.  Apparently 169 tenants have refused access to SCDC 
surveyors who have been visiting to agree maintenance plans for all 
properties (including new forms of energy reduction).  That said, it was 
reported at the meeting that insulation and energy saving upgrades have 
replaced new front doors as the most sought after improvements. 
 

Sustainable Energy 
With ongoing above-inflation increases in energy prices, a motion was 
proposed to Full Council that SCDC should consider setting up a bulk energy 
buying scheme for residents as part of the Sustainable Parish Energy 
partnership.  Other councils in the UK have facilitated this sort of scheme, but 
unfortunately the vote was lost by 28 votes to 18. 
 

New Contact Centre 
The new in-house Contact Centre was launched on 30 November 2012.  
Bringing this back into Cambourne results in major savings on paper and 
SCDC believes it will provide a more streamlined and efficient service to 
residents.  The contact telephone number remains 03450 450 500.  
 

Casework 
Your local councillors are here to help you. Please do feel free to contact us 
with comments, questions or problems.  
 

Jonathan Chatfield 
04 December 2012 


