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Full Council 
A meeting of Full Council took place on 28 February 2013.  The main item for 
decision was the budget (Medium Term Financial Strategy) and setting of the 
Council Tax.  Lib Dems tried to persuade South Cambs administration to 
accept the grant on offer from government that would have meant a 0% rise.  
We argued that local residents’ finances were already stretched and we still 
had £7million in our reserves.  Unfortunately, we were outvoted and Council 
decided to raise its share of council tax by 4.33% or £5 per Band D equivalent 
to £120.46.  It became clear during the debate that part of the reason for 
hoarding so much cash was to make a significant contribution towards the 
new A14 toll road.  South Cambs residents will effectively pay twice – from 
national and local taxation – for a road that they will then have to pay to use! 
 
Cabinet 
The Cabinet met on 18 February 2013.  Main focus was on the budget and 
Council Tax, with some discussion on the corporate plan and member 
development. Recommendations were then put to Council (see above). 
 
Planning 
The first meeting of a Task & Finish Group to review the way in which 
enforcement is carried out by SCDC took place this month.  Lynda Harford, a 
Cottenham councillor has written separately to ask whether parish councils 
wish to participate in this group.  The stated objective is to “adopt a single 
SCDC enforcement and inspection policy and prosecution and enforcement 
process to ensure consistency of approach and expectations”.  It is not clear 
how parish councils are going to be asked for their input, but if interest is 
indicated, further information has been promised. 
 
Graffiti 
We have continued to apply pressure on South Cambs to deal with the graffiti 
problems in our area.  SCDC treat this as a “low key, low cost service”, as 
they do not deem it to be a big issue across South Cambs.  There are no 
policy or performance standards, as such, and graffiti removal is delivered 
mostly by the probation service.  We have re-issued SCDC with the list of 
graffiti sites supplied by the Parish Council and assured them that the removal 
of them is a big issue for our local residents. 
 
Welfare reform 
You will have seen much in the news about welfare reform.  Two of the 
biggest changes affect Local Council Tax Support and so called under-
occupation.   
 
Currently all Council Tax support is paid for by Government. New rules from 
01 April will mean South Cambs will pay the benefit using a fixed amount from 
Government less 10% of last year’s total.  There are no changes to what is 
paid for pensioners, lone parents with a child under 5 and those in receipt of 
certain disability allowances.  That means those of working age will see an 
8.5% reduction in the amount they are paid in Council Tax benefit.  In order to 



try to offset the impact of this South Cambs has changed the rules that apply 
to discounts on property.  For example empty property is now liable for 100% 
of Council Tax from day one.  If your property has been empty for over two 
years you will be asked to pay 150% of the due Council Tax – you effectively 
are being fined for leaving your property empty.  The 400 second homes in 
South Cambs will also pay 100%. Overall 1,300 households are impacted by 
these changes. 
 
Next, if you live in Council or Social Landlord property you will be assessed 
for under-occupation.  In short your rent allowance will be reduced by 14% if 
you have a property with one unused bedroom, and 25% if two or more 
bedrooms are unused.  632 families in South Cambs will have to find that 
extra money each week to make up their rent. 
 
Living Wage 
An amendment was proposed (that I seconded) to make sure South Cambs 
pay the living wage rate for all its staff.  This is set at £7.45 per hour outside 
London and only a handful of part time staff are currently paid less than this 
hourly rate.  Unfortunately the proposal was rejected by 27 votes to 13. 
 
Casework 
Your local councillors are here to help you. Please do feel free to contact us 
with comments, questions or problems.  
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